
 
 

Waste Connections of Canada 
Ridge Landfill Environmental Assessment Report  

 

633 

 

8.0 Consultation 
Consultation is an important part of the EA process. It is a constant exchange of information 

between the proponent and those who may be interested in, or potentially affected by the 

Undertaking. The MECP’s Code of Practice210 provides guidance on consultation activities to be 

undertaken as part of the EA. This section provides an overview of the stakeholders, agencies 

and Indigenous Communities and Organizations consulted, communication and consultation 

activities carried out, as well as the input received on the Ridge Landfill EA. A record of all 

correspondence, meetings, notices, presentation materials, comments and responses can be 

found in Appendix B – Record of Consultation. 

8.1 EA Consultation Objectives 

As documented in Section 6.0 of the ToR, the overall goal of the 

consultation program was to maintain an open dialogue with 

stakeholders (particularly residents and businesses) and 

Indigenous Communities and Organizations, throughout the EA 

process. The objectives of the consultation activities for the EA 

were to:  

• Generate and maintain awareness of the proposed expansion of the Ridge Landfill; 

• Gain insight into how the communities wish to be consulted; and 

• Listen to, address and incorporate where appropriate stakeholder and Indigenous 

Communities and Organizations input and concerns about the proposed expansion of 

the Ridge Landfill. 

 

Waste Connections adopted five (5) principles to help guide the design of consultation and 

communication activities for the EA, see FIGURE 8-1. Through on-going effort during the EA, the 

consultation program was able to: 

• Maintain and nurture existing relationships, cultivate new contacts, and encourage 

open communication; 

• Notify stakeholders, review agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, 

and the public in a timely manner regarding opportunities to provide input at key 

decision points; 

 
210 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (2014a). Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Environmental 
Assessments in Ontario, January 2014. 

Waste Connections is 
committed to being a 
good neighbour in the 

local community. 
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• Continue to develop Waste Connections’ understanding of any community issues and 

concerns; 

• Identify issues that could arise from the proposed landfill expansion and where 

possible, address and resolve these issues; and 

• Provide the MECP with information regarding how issues and concerns were 

addressed through the process as input to the Minister’s decision on the EA. 

 

 

FIGURE 8-1: GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR EA CONSULTATION 
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8.2 Overview of EA Consultation Process 

Consistent with the consultation plan documented in the ToR, there were three (3) key 

milestones during the EA process where input was specifically sought out:  

a. Confirmation of Alternative Methods – One-on-one neighbour, stakeholder and 

Indigenous Communities and Organization meetings, an evaluation criteria workshop, 

Open House #1 and a newsletter provided opportunities for the community to learn 

about and provide input on the alternative methods and the evaluation approach and 

criteria; 

b. Evaluation of Alternative Methods - One-on-one neighbour, stakeholder and 

Indigenous Communities and Organization meetings and Open House #2 provided 

opportunities for the community to learn about and provide input on the evaluation 

of alternative methods; and 

c. Assessment of Potential Effects and Development of Mitigation Measures for 

Preferred Alternative Method - One-on-one neighbour, stakeholder and Indigenous 

Communities and Organization meetings, Open House #3 and a newsletter provided 

the community opportunities to learn about and provide input on the preferred 

alternative including measures to mitigate potential effects. 

 

FIGURE 8-2 illustrates the consultation that occurred at each of the three (3) key milestones 

during the EA process. 
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FIGURE 8-2: EA KEY MILESTONES AND ASSOCIATED CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

8.3 Principle Groups Consulted 

The Project was of interest to many in the community and consultation activities were designed 

to reach a wide audience. Three (3) principle groups were consulted throughout the EA process 

(see FIGURE 8-3 for a more detailed list), including: 

• Public Stakeholders; 

• Indigenous Communities and Organizations; and  

• Agency stakeholders. 

 

An initial contact list was created as part of the ToR. In a dedicated effort to maintain continuity 

and to keep everyone informed and updated, contacts retained from the last Ridge Landfill EA 

project (1997) and the environmental screening process (2012) to increase the maximum annual 

fill rate were updated and included on the project contact list.  

 

The environmental screening process provided an initial list of Indigenous Community and 

Organization contacts. This list was updated during ToR development with input from MECP 

identifying Indigenous Communities and Organizations that may have a territorial interest in the 

Ridge Landfill.  

 

As a living document, the contact list was continuously updated to include new participants as 

the EA unfolded. A complete list of stakeholders is presented in Appendix B1. 
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8.3.1 Landfill Expansion Letters of Support 

Over the course of the EA, various individuals and organizations expressed their support to Waste 

Connections for the proposed expansion of the Ridge Landfill. As noted in Section 3.2.7.3, Waste 

Connections plays a vital role in the local community through sponsoring numerous community 

events and contributing directly and indirectly to the local economy through its employment and 

operational expenditures that support many local businesses and contractors. Waste 

Connections received letters of support from the organizations and individuals listed below, 

which are included in Appendix B-1: 

• Blenheim and Merlin School Breakfast Program; 

• Blenheim and Area Bereavement Support Program; 

• Blenheim Blades Jr. Hockey Club; 

• Blenheim and Community Senior Citizens Group; 

• Blenheim Kent Golden Eagles Gymnastic Club; 

• Blenheim Youth Centre; 

• Chatham-Kent Chamber of Commerce; 

• Chatham-Kent Children’s Safety Village; 

• Chatham-Kent Crime Stoppers Inc.; 

• COPA YCK and the Flightfest Committee; 

• Glad Tidings Community Church; 

• Lambton Kent District School Board; 

FIGURE 8-3: STAKEHOLDER GROUPS CONSULTED 
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• Local Foundation; 

• Rotary Club of Blenheim; 

• Talbot Trail Place; and 

• Rick Nicholls, MPP. 

8.4 Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 

In every consultation program, participants want to know that their input mattered. All 

comments received were reviewed by the EA team and adjustments were made where 

appropriate. Table 8-1 outlines some of the specific changes made to address the key issues and 

concerns received. 
 

Table 8-1: Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 

Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 
Where Addressed 

in EA 

Based on feedback received during the development of the ToR, Waste Connections 

re-designed its website to make it easily navigable for viewers. The “Future Plans” 

page of the website was launched on the date the Notice of Commencement for the 

ToR was released, announcing the proposed expansion. 

Section 8.5.2 

At the Evaluation Criteria Workshop in June 2018 attendees noted that they would 

like Waste Connections to communicate more with neighbours. Since that 

workshop, Waste Connections has been sending periodic Operational Updates to 

neighbours. These updates are provided to neighbours within a kilometer of the site 

either when there is a specific topic to share, or typically on a quarterly basis to keep 

neighbours informed. 

Section 8.5.3 

Waste Connections received a variety of traffic-related feedback at the Evaluation 

Criteria Workshop and Open House #1 and #2. Following the workshop and Open 

House #1, Waste Connections met with Chatham-Kent departments, including waste 

services, transportation services and the public utilities commission, to discuss 

community concerns related to traffic safety and road improvements. Actions so far 

include: 

• Chatham-Kent has added new signs to the haul route to help ensure that drivers 

stay on the designated route;  

• Waste Connections ran an education blitz to the drivers and the companies that 

use the Ridge to remind them to follow the signs; and 

• Council recently approved repairs to Drury Line using the Ridge Landfill’s Roads 

Maintenance Fund and these upgrades were completed. 

Section 8.8.6 
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Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 
Where Addressed 

in EA 

At Open House #1, attendees voiced concerns with landfill mining being considered 

as an alternative due to potential odour, dust and noise impacts. The input was 

considered in consultation with the technical work completed as part of the EA and 

the site development alternative that included landfill mining was not selected as 

the preferred alternative. Support for the decision to remove landfill mining as an 

alternative was also voiced by WIFN. 

Section 4.1 

At the Open Houses, blowing litter was identified as a concern to the neighbouring 

agricultural land uses. As a result, a high perimeter fence will be installed downwind 

of the predominant wind direction at the working area boundary of the landfill. In 

addition temporary litter fences will continue to be used to control blowing litter at 

the active landfill face. To further reduce the potential effects of litter on adjacent 

farm fields, regular off-site patrols near neighbouring properties will continue to be 

conducted. The landfill has a litter control plan for high wind conditions and this plan 

will be refined with climate change future predictions in mind. The revised plan will 

continue to be used and updated regularly by Waste Connections. 

Sections 6.6.2 and 
6.8.1.1 

Waste Connections received feedback from local residents and staff at the Chatham-

Kent Municipal Airport that bird control activities at the Ridge should be coordinated 

with flight activities at the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport. Waste Connections’ 

Project Manager is in communication with airport staff regarding coordinating bird 

management actives. Waste Connections’ Project Manager is also a member of the 

Airport Committee. 

Section 6.13.2 

Waste Connections altered the berm design based on a request received from a 

landfill neighbour. 
Section 6.14.2 

Stakeholders expressed that they would like to see the southeast woodlot remain 

unaltered. This input was considered during the technical work and the southeast 

woodlot will remain. Restoration plantings associated with the removal of the 

southwest woodlot are being planned for 2020 in collaboration with Indigenous 

Communities and Organizations (e.g., COTTFN and WIFN) and the Lower Thames 

Valley Conservation Authority (LTVCA). Tree removal will be compensated at a 2:1 

ratio. 

Section 4.1.3 

Based on one-on-one meetings and concerns heard from local residents, the criteria 

“potential impacts to water supply wells” was added to the alternative methods 

evaluation. Private off-site groundwater well monitoring will continue, where 

requested. 

Sections 4.1.2.3 
and 6.2 
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Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 
Where Addressed 

in EA 

The MECP identified that climate change should be added as an evaluation criteria. 

The following climate change criteria were added: 

 Potential for greenhouse gas emissions during construction and operation; 

and 

 Resilience of engineered systems. 

Section 4.1.2.6,  
and 6.5 

The MECP noted that the work plans should demonstrate how the commitments 

made in the ToR will be accomplished and what evaluation criteria indicators will be 

applied. In response to the MECP’s comments on the technical work plans, the EA 

team included a summary of the commitments made and an overview of the 

evaluation criteria to the individual work plans, where applicable.  

Appendix A2 and 

Appendix C 

The MECP requested clarification on the discipline-specific study areas, including the 

evaluation of leachate and landfill gas management alternative methods. In response 

to the MECP’s comments on the technical study areas, the EA team incorporated 

clarification on the discipline-specific study areas as part of the technical work 

completed. The biology study area was expanded by 120 m beyond the on-site Study 

Area to account for adjoining natural areas. In addition, based on the MECP’s request 

the specific study area for landfill mining was removed. Additional changes to the 

discipline-specific study areas included updates to the study area naming and the 

clarity and level of detail of the study area figures. 

Section 3.1 

Waste Connections received input on the criteria for the evaluation of the 

Alternative Methods and Impact Assessment. The MECP provided comments on the 

evaluation approach, the criteria for the evaluation of site development alternatives, 

the criteria for the evaluation of leachate treatment and landfill gas management 

alternatives, as well as the impact assessment criteria. The comments mainly 

focused on the organization and level of detail to be included in the evaluation. 

Waste Connections incorporated MECP’s feedback into the organization and level of 

detail of the evaluation criteria and modelled the various landfill areas separately. 

Section 4.0 

The MTO requested clarification on the type of software that will be used for the 

analysis. In addition, the MTO recommended Waste Connections consider a review 

of alternate haul routes. Waste Connections provided a response to the MTO on 

September 7, 2018, informing MTO that the Municipality of Chatham-Kent has 

designated a haul route for the Ridge Landfill as part of their Official Plan. 

Section 3.2.16 
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Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 
Where Addressed 

in EA 

Waste Connections heard a variety of perspectives on waste diversion at the Ridge 

Landfill. Overall, local residents noted that more diversion is a good thing; however, 

concern was expressed that a large-scale facility at the Ridge would add traffic and 

other disruptions to neighbours. This input, contributed to the conclusion for Waste 

Connections to explore ways to support provincial waste initiative in other locations. 

Section 9.0 

The Oneida Environment Committee noted that they have observed barn swallows, 

eagles, beavers and killdeer on their lands recently. These species have not been 

observed previously. The EA team responded that wildlife was also observed during 

field investigations at the Ridge Landfill. The EA team noted that a wildlife sweep will 

be completed and best management practices will be implemented in support of 

vegetation/structure removals prior to the start of the construction phase. 

Section 6.1.2 

The Oneida Environment Committee asked what would happen to the clay liner if 

there was an earthquake. The EA team responded that in the case of on earthquake 

the concern would be the potential for the clay liner to rupture. The rupture of the 

clay liner is considered to have negligible potential to occur in this geological setting. 

In response to the question how long the site would be monitored for following 

closure; the EA team responded 100 years post-closure. 

Section 7.0 

The Oneida Environment Committee asked how water is released from the 

stormwater ponds to the drains and what the impact would be on fish moving from 

ponds to drains. The EA team responded that the SWM ponds are not considered to 

be fish habitat and the potential for fish to access to the ponds via the outlet 

structures is minimal. 

Section 3.2.1.6 

WIFN provided comments on the Ridge Landfill: Annual Site Development, 

Operations and Monitoring Report. The comments focused on creating a clearer 

conceptual site model and obtaining a better understanding of the monitoring 

practices. The comments were considered as part of the Design and Operations 

Report in the following appendix to the EA document - Appendix D6. 

Section 8.7.5 

• WIFN expressed an interest in overseeing the archaeological field work for the 

proposed expansion of the Ridge Landfill. Waste Connections’ Project Manager kept 

WIFN informed about the timing of the archaeological fieldwork. The Stage 2 

archaeological fieldwork was attended by six (6) WIFN community members. WIFN 

was notified of the start of Stage 3 archeological fieldwork, they advised Waste 

Connections to proceed and that they would attend if possible. WIFN could not 

Section 8.7.5 
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Summary of Key Issues and Concerns Raised 
Where Addressed 

in EA 

attend. Tri-Tribal Monitoring Services attended on behalf of Aamjiwnaang First 

Nation.  

Chippewas of the Thames First Nation expressed an interest in the replanting of 

trees inquiring whether some of the planting could occur on their property. Waste 

Connections’ Project Manager discussed this opportunity with the First Nation and 

3,000 trees will be planted on their lands which are in the same ecoregion as the 

Ridge Landfill. Oneida Nation of the Thames will also receive 1,000 trees. 

Section 7.7 

 

Comment and response tables of all comments received over the course of the EA are included 

in Appendix B6 – Engagement with Public Stakeholders, Appendix B7 – Engagement with 

Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Appendix B8 – Engagement with Agencies. 

8.5 Overview of Communication Activities  

The communication activities that were conducted for the EA were developed in accordance with 

the requirements of the MECP’s Code of Practice and created opportunities for interested parties 

to provide feedback. This section provides an overview of the various methods used to 

communicate information to stakeholders, key government reviewers, and the public during the 

EA process. Communications with Indigenous Communities and Organizations is described in 

Section 8.7. 

8.5.1 Mandatory Notices and Other Notifications 

The MECP’s Code of Practice identifies two (2) mandatory notification points during an EA: the 

Notice of Commencement of the EA and the Notice of Submission of the EA.211 Other notification 

included notices of Open Houses and the opportunity to review the Interim Alternative Methods 

Report, the Review of Diversion Options Report, and the draft EA. 

 

The Ridge Landfill has been a business in the community for over 50-years and values the positive 

relationship developed with the Municipality of Chatham-Kent and specifically the communities 

of Blenheim, Charing Cross and Cedar Spring and its immediate neighbours. As such, it was 

considered important to take a personalized approach to notification. Similar to the consultation 

that took place during the ToR, a personalized letter was distributed to neighbours in the site 

vicinity and along the haul route. This included hand delivering the information to residents on-

site and immediate landfill neighbours where possible. A personalized letter was also distributed 

 
211 Note: An overview of the notification for the Socio-Economic Interviews and the Waste Diversion Survey is included in 
Appendix D9 – Socio-Economic Impact Assessment and Appendix D- Diversion respectively.  
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whenever possible to other stakeholders and interested community members on the contact list. 

The letters included the contact information for the Waste Connections’ Project Manager and 

encouraged the recipient to follow-up with any questions.  

 

Newspaper notices were published in the Chatham Voice, Chatham Daily News, Blenheim News 

Tribune, and Chatham This Week for two (2) consecutive weeks. In all cases, effort was made to 

ensure that local elected officials, residents and other stakeholders received the information 

concurrent with placement in the newspapers. Table 8-2 describes each of the notifications. 

Copies of the newspaper notices and letters are included in Appendix B2.  

 

Table 8-2: EA Notification Details 

Notice Newspaper Insertion Dates Other Notification Comments 

Notice of Open House #1 

• Blenheim News Tribune – 

June 20 and July 11, 2018. 

• Chatham Voice – June 21 to July 

12, 2018. 

• Chatham Daily News – June 21 

to July 12, 2018. 

• Chatham This Week – June 21 to 

July 12, 2018. 

• Notice and letter hand-delivered to 

residents on-site. 

• Notice and letter, including 

workshop invitation, mailed to 

residents and businesses within 

1 km and along the haul route. 

• Notice and letter mailed and/or 

emailed to all other stakeholders 

on contact list. 

Notice of Open House #2 

• Blenheim News Tribune – 

November 21 to 28, 2018. 

• Chatham Voice – November 22 

to 29, 2018. 

• Chatham Daily News – 

November 22 to 29, 2018. 

• Chatham This Week – November 

21 to 28, 2018. 

• Notice and letter hand-delivered to 

residents on-site. 

• Notice and letter mailed and/or 

emailed to residents and 

businesses within 1 km and along 

the haul route as well as all other 

stakeholders on contact list. 

Notice of Alternative 

Methods Report and 

Review of Diversion 

Options Report 

• Email Distribution – January 14, 

2019. 

• Letter hand-delivered to residents 

on-site. 

• Letter mailed and/or emailed to 

residents and businesses within 

1 km and along the haul route as 

well as Liaison Committee, elected 

officials and provincial regulatory 

agencies on contact list. 
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Notice Newspaper Insertion Dates Other Notification Comments 

Combined Notice of 

Open House #3 & Draft 

EA Report 

• Blenheim News Tribune – July 3 

to July 10, 2019. 

• Chatham Voice – June 27, July 4 

to July 11, 2019. 

• Chatham Daily News –July 4 to 9, 

2019. 

• Chatham This Week – July 4 to 

July 11, 2019. 

• Notice and letter hand-delivered to 

residents on-site. 

• Notice and letter mailed and/or 

emailed to residents and 

businesses within 1 km and along 

the haul route as well as all other 

stakeholders on contact list. 

8.5.2 Landfill Website 

Waste Connections established a dedicated website for the Ridge Landfill. The website is easily 

navigable for viewers providing information on the proposed expansion, landfill contact 

information, information on landfill operations, community partnerships, and future plans.  

The “Future Plans” section of the landfill website was launched on the date the Notice of 

Commencement for the ToR was released, announcing the 

proposed expansion. The website provides all documents 

released to date and an online form for members of the 

public and interested stakeholders to submit questions 

and comments. 

 

Between May 1, 2018 and January, 2020, there have been 6,028 visits to the website, 784 of 

which are revisits. FIGURE 8-4 provides a screen capture of the landfill website. 

 

Landfill Website: 

www.ridgelandfill.com/our-

future-plans 
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FIGURE 8-4: SCREEN CAPTURE OF THE RIDGE LANDFILL WEBSITE 

 

8.5.3 Community Newsletters and Operational Updates 

Four (4) community newsletters have been distributed to date: two (2) during the ToR (April 2016 

and December 2016) and two (2) during the EA (Summer 2018 and Spring 2019). A newsletter is 

also planned for Spring 2020.  

 

“The Ridge” community newsletters were distributed through a mail drop by Canada Post to 

residents and businesses within Charing Cross, Cedar Springs and Blenheim. The newsletters 

were also distributed to landowners within 1 km of the site and along the haul route. In addition 

to providing information about the proposed landfill expansion the newsletters highlighted 

Waste Connections’ commitment to keeping the community informed about landfill operations 

at the Ridge Landfill and the EA process.  
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Waste Connections has also been sending 

periodic Operational Updates to 

neighbours. These updates are provided to 

neighbours within 1 km of the site when 

there is a specific topic to share (e.g., 

installation of new wells added to the gas 

collection system or a planned maintenance 

event). Otherwise these Operational 

Updates are sent on a quarterly basis to 

keep neighbours informed more generally. 

Two (2) Operational Updates were sent 

between September and December of 2018 

and the 2019 1st and 2nd quarter updates 

were sent in March and June respectively. 

Waste Connections will continue to provide 

Operations Updates to neighbours within 1 

km of the site. 

 

FIGURE 8-5 provides a screen capture of the 

“The Ridge”. A copy of the community 

newsletters and map of the mail drop area 

can be found in Appendix B2. 

8.5.4 Media Relations 

Throughout the EA process Waste Connections has kept an open dialogue with the media. 

Table-8-3 provides an overview of the various media news stories on the Ridge EA. Copies of 

media articles are included in Appendix B3. 

  

FIGURE 8-5: SCREEN CAPTURE OF "THE RIDGE" 
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Table-8-3: Media News Stories 

Media Outlet Article Title Date Published 

Newspaper: Chatham Daily 

News 

“Ridge Landfill looks to grow up” by Elwood 

Shreve 
December 8, 2018 

Newspaper: Blackburn 

News 

“Ridge Landfill expansion moving up” by Natalia 

Vega 
December 10, 2018 

Newspaper: Blenheim 

News Tribune 

“Public meeting held for Landfill environmental 

assessment details” (author not specified) 
December 12, 2018 

Newspaper: The Chatham 

Daily News 

Letter to the Editor: “Vertical Expansion of 

landfill makes sense” by Stephen Beecroft 
December 21, 2018 

Newspaper: The Chatham 

Daily New 

“Chippewas working with the Ridge Landfill to 

plant trees” by Tom Morrison 
February 25, 2019 

Newspaper: Blenheim 

News Tribune  

“Ridge Landfill partners with Chippewas of the 

Thames” 
March 2019 

8.6 Overview of Public Consultation Activities 

Waste Connections has a history of positive relations 

with the local communities of Charing Cross, Cedar 

Springs, Blenheim and the broader community of 

Chatham-Kent. As part of the EA development it was 

important for Waste Connections to maintain the 

strong relationships that have been built in the local 

community, and maintain momentum from 

consultation completed during the ToR development. 

To maintain this strong relationship, Waste 

Connections put considerable effort into 

implementing a public consultation program that was 

inclusive and flexible to meet the needs of the 

community. The consultation activities that were 

conducted for the EA were also developed in 

accordance with the requirements of the MECP’s Code of Practice and created opportunities for 

interested parties to provide feedback. 
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Public consultation events included: 

• Evaluation Criteria Workshop (July 11, 2018); 

• Three (3) Public Open Houses (July 25 and December 6, 2018, and July 11, 2019); 

• Individual meetings (ongoing); and 

• Email communication and telephone conversations (ongoing). 

 

Event summaries and materials presented are included in Appendix B4 and Appendix B5 

respectively. Record of meetings and email communication between interested members of the 

public and Waste Connections are included in Appendix B6. The appendix includes a Public 

Stakeholder Comment and Response Table, which provides an overview of all public comments 

received and Waste Connections’ responses. 

8.6.1 Evaluation Criteria Workshop 

One of the initial steps in the EA process was to develop and evaluate the different alternative 

methods being considered. To assist the team in this work, neighbours of the landfill within 1 km 

and along the designated haul route were invited to participate in an Evaluation Criteria 

Workshop. The workshop was held on July 11, 2018 at St. Mary’s Hall in Blenheim. The purpose 

of the workshop was to gather participant input on the study areas, criteria and evaluation 

approach that Waste Connections intended to use to evaluate the alternative methods for the 

proposed landfill expansion. Invitations were sent during the week of June 18, 2018. A total of 19 

people attended the presentation, with 16 staying for the activities.  

 

The workshop began with a presentation given by Waste Connections about the proposed landfill 

expansion. Participants were then asked to participate in three (3) interactive activities. 

Participants were divided among three (3) tables, with a facilitator at each Table 8-4 provides an 

overview of the Evaluation Criteria Workshop activities and a summary of the feedback received. 

A number of additional comments were also raised that did not relate directly to the workshop 

activities.  

 

The information gathered during the workshop was presented back to residents and stakeholders 

in the broader community at the Open House in July 2018, see Section 8.6.2.  

 

Workshop materials and the event summary, are included in Appendix B4. Comments received 

from the workshop are included in the Public Stakeholder Comment and Response Table in 

Appendix B6. 
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Table 8-4: Overview of Evaluation Criteria Workshop Activities 

Activity Purpose Summary of Feedback 

Activity 1:  

Evaluation Criteria 

Review 

Gather feedback on the proposed 

evaluation criteria for Alternative 

Methods. Participants were provided 

with the following criteria groups: 

Natural Environment; Socio-

Economic; Transportation; and, 

Design and Operations. 

Participants indicated that air quality 

(odour in particular), socio-economic 

considerations, groundwater and traffic 

were of greatest importance to them. 

Activity 2: 

Discussion on Study 

Areas for Technical 

Disciplines 

Obtain feedback on the proposed 

study areas the various technical 

disciplines would consider during the 

EA. 

Participants felt that the technical 

discipline study areas were reasonable.  

Activity 3:  

Discussion on Diversion 

of Waste 

Solicit feedback from participants 

about potential diversion 

opportunities that Waste 

Connections could consider at the 

Ridge. 

Participants were generally not 

supportive of an on-site processing 

facility. Support was expressed for a 

drop-off depot, swap facility and the 

collection of materials for specific 

groups, as well as educational 

programming.  

Additional Comments: 

General discussion of 

the proposed landfill 

expansion 

To take notes of general feedback 

about the activities and the proposed 

expansion in general. This included 

both verbal discussions, and 

submitted comment forms. 

Participants had questions on 

compensation and property value 

protection, woodlot removal, bird 

species protection, site maintenance, 

dust impacts, and the type of waste 

accepted at the Ridge. Some 

participants also expressed an interest 

to be included in the annual residential 

well monitoring program.  

8.6.2 Open Houses 

During the EA process, three (3) Open Houses were held (July 25 and December 6, 2018 and 

July 11, 2019) at St. Mary’s Hall in Blenheim. The focus of the Open Houses was to provide an 

opportunity for local residents, businesses, and Indigenous Communities and Organizations to 

learn more about the proposed landfill expansion, ask questions and provide their feedback. 

Agencies were also invited to attend the Open Houses. 
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For each of the Open Houses, letters inviting residents and businesses were mailed to neighbours 

of the landfill within 1 km and along the designated haul route. The letter was sent via email to 

all other stakeholders on the contact list. The Open Houses were also advertised in the Chatham 

Voice, Chatham Daily News, Blenheim News Tribune and Chatham This Week for two (2) 

consecutive weeks (Section 8.5.1). The first and third Open Houses were also advertised in the 

newsletters sent during the EA (summer 2018 and spring 2019), see Section 8.5.1. 

 

The events used a drop-in style meeting format which allowed attendees to review material at 

their own pace and time. EA team members were available for one-on-one discussions with 

attendees. Following each Open House, Waste Connections posted the display boards on the 

landfill website (www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans) allowing residents who could not 

attend the event an opportunity to review the information presented and to provide their 

feedback. Table 8-5 provides an overview of each of the Open Houses.  

 

Open House materials and event summaries are included in Appendix B5. Comments received 

from the Open Houses are included in the Public Stakeholder Comment and Response Table in 

Appendix B6. 
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Table 8-5: Overview of EA Open House 

Open House #1 
July 25, 2018 

Open House #2 
December 6, 2018 

Open House #3 
July 11, 2019 

18 Attendees 38 Attendees 22 Attendees 

Purpose Purpose Purpose 

Provide an update on the 

proposed expansion, and seek 

feedback on evaluation criteria 

for alternative methods, technical 

discipline study areas, proposed 

site development alternatives, 

and ways diversion activities 

could be enhanced, either at the 

Ridge or within Waste 

Connections integrated system. 

 

Attendees had the opportunity to 

sign-up to participate in an 

interview for the socio-economic 

impact assessment, see Appendix 

D9 – Socio-Economic Impact 

Assessment. 

Provide an update on the proposed 

expansion, and to seek feedback on 

the preliminary evaluation of 

alternatives to expand the Ridge 

Landfill. 

 

Attendees were informed that 

following the Open House, the 

preferred alternative method would 

be assed to determine ways to 

mitigate potential impacts the 

proposed expansion may have on 

the natural, social, economic, 

cultural and built environment. 

Provide an update on the 

proposed expansion, and seek 

feedback on the results of the 

detailed impact assessment of 

the preferred alternative for the 

Ridge Landfill. 

 

Attendees were informed that 

the draft Environmental 

Assessment Report would be 

available for review beginning 

on July 23, 2019 and ending on 

September 6, 2019. 

Summary of Feedback Summary of Feedback Summary of Feedback 

Attendees’ feedback was 

primarily positive with some areas 

of concern raised around future 

compensation; property values; 

woodlot removal; and, visual, 

odour, groundwater, surface 

water, and traffic impacts. 

 

Attendees expressed that they 

are not supportive of landfill 

mining due to odour and the 

potential to uncover historic 

material. 

Attendees voiced their approval and 

support for the preferred 

alternatives selected, and were glad 

to see that landfill mining was no 

longer being considered due to the 

potential of increased odour, dust 

and noise impacts associated with 

the activity. Continued 

management of odour, blowing 

litter, and truck traffic impacts were 

heard as concerns by the EA team. 

Attendees indicated that they 

appreciated being included in 

continued discussions during 

the EA process, and appreciated 

what Waste Connections gives 

back to the community. A focus 

for many attending was to 

understand the proposed 

phasing of the landfill 

expansion. 
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8.6.3 Stakeholder Meetings 

8.6.3.1 Residents and Businesses  

Throughout the EA process, Waste Connections’ Project Manager for the Ridge Landfill expansion 

personally met with interested residents and businesses to discuss the proposed landfill 

expansion and address any concerns or issues. The goal of this personalized approach was to 

alleviate concerns with respect to the proposed expansion and to ensure concerns or issues were 

heard and addressed. Section 8.4 provides an overview of how stakeholder feedback was taken 

into consideration during the EA process. 

 

Through in-person meetings, telephone conversations and written communication, residents and 

businesses voiced concerns regarding potential traffic impacts (e.g., dust, human safety), 

potential groundwater impacts, and potential for landfill to attract weevils, and property value 

protection and compensation as a result of the proposed expansion. Similar to the input gathered 

at the Evaluation Criteria Workshop on July 11, 2018 and the three (3) Open Houses, continued 

management of odour and blowing litter were also heard as concerns by the Project Manager. 

 

During the ToR, Waste Connections’ Project Manager met with the President of the Chamber of 

Commerce on July 27, 2016 to discuss the proposed landfill expansion. In the Chamber of 

Commerce’s September 2019 newsletter, the organization expressed their support for the 

proposed expansion by sending a letter of support to the MECP, emphasizing Waste Connections 

role in the local economy. The newsletter invited businesses to express their support, if they wish, 

by filling out an attached letter template and submitting it to the MECP. 

 

Documentation of the written communication that took place with residents and businesses 

during the EA development as well as a Public Stakeholder Comment and Response Table has 

been included in Appendix B6. The table captures comments received through various 

consultation activities, including in-person meetings and telephone conversations. 

8.6.3.2 Ridge Landfill Liaison Committee 

The Ridge Landfill Liaison Committee (Committee) is a long-term committee that was established 

to provide feedback on the operation of the landfill. It was developed in response to a condition 

of approval of the 1997 expansion EA. The Committee includes representatives from the 

Municipality of Chatham-Kent (staff and elected officials), public members, and a representative 

from the Ridge Community Trust, the MECP, and Waste Connections. During the EA process 

following the 2018 municipal election, some of the members of the Committee changed.  
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As the Committee has a long history with the site it provided a valuable perspective on the 

proposed landfill expansion throughout the EA process. Updates on the progress of the EA were 

provided to the Committee at every meeting following commencement. These updates were 

recorded in the meeting minutes and as a Committee of Council were provided to Chatham-Kent 

Municipal Council for adoption at subsequent meetings of Council. 

 

All notices were provided to the Committee as well as notification of the availability of reports 

including the Interim Alternative Methods Report, the Review of Diversion Options Report212 and 

the draft EA. An email notifying the Committee of the Waste Diversion Questionnaire was sent 

on October 29, 2018. The purpose of the email was to invite the Committee to share and 

complete the questionnaire and to distribute to others in the community accordingly.  

 

Building on the Committee’s feedback on the proposed landfill expansion received during the 

ToR, the overall response from the Committee remains positive. Meeting minutes are included 

in Appendix B6. 

8.6.4 Summary of Public Consultation Feedback Received 

Through the activities noted above Waste Connections consulted with the public to develop a 

clearer understanding of community issues and priorities. The public provided their local 

knowledge of the area and helped identify potential issues that may result from the proposed 

landfill expansion. Key issues and concerns raised through the various consultation activities with 

public stakeholders included specific discussions on the evaluation of the preferred alternatives; 

management of odour, blowing litter, groundwater, traffic, and visual impacts; woodlot removal 

and compensation; property values and compensation; and waste diversion. The feedback 

received from the public was used to inform subsequent steps in the development of the EA. 

 

Stakeholders who attended the various consultation events indicated that they appreciated 

being included in continued discussions during the EA process, and valued the willingness of 

Waste Connections to consider their suggestions. Table 8-6 provides a summary of the key issues 

and concerns raised over the course of the EA. A complete record of issues and concerns raised 

and Waste Connections responses is included in Appendix B6. 

  

 
212 Note: Appendix E – Diversion Options provides an overview of the assessment of diversion opportunities and planned 
diversion facilities at the Ridge. 
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Table 8-6: Summary of Key Issues and Concerns213 

Key Issues and Concerns Response 

Odour is a concern amongst neighbours. 

All available means including daily soil cover, 

odour control systems, and LFG capture are 

employed to minimize odour. These practices will 

continue to be included as part of the expansion. 

Blowing litter, and site maintenance need to be 

addressed. 

Litter pick-up and site maintenance are undertaken 

regularly at the site. Please contact the Ridge 

Landfill with specific site maintenance concerns 

and landfill staff will work to address them. 

Back-up beepers are noisy 

Back-up beepers are used to ensure the safety of 

all site users and staff. We are currently 

investigating lower decibel back-up beepers for 

our equipment. 

Will there be additional truck traffic? 

The annual waste disposal tonnage at the site will 

not increase. Additional waste truck traffic is 

therefore not anticipated. 

Road conditions on the haul route are poor. 

Waste Connections will continue to work with 

Chatham-Kent to complete timely road 

maintenance on the designated haul route.  

Landfill trucks use roads other than the haul route 

and don’t obey traffic rules (speed, stop signs). 

Drivers will be reminded to use the designated 

haul route and new signs have been put up to 

better direct drivers. Waste connections will 

develop a protocol for truck drivers to use the haul 

route. 

Will the site contaminate my residential well? 

There is greater than 30 m of natural clay below 

the landfill and each landfill cell has been 

constructed with a leachate collection system to 

prevent impacts from the site. There has been 20+ 

years of monitoring that has not identified any 

impact to groundwater. 

Will hazardous waste be brought to Ridge? 

Only IC&I Waste and Chatham-Kent municipal 

waste will be allowed at Ridge Landfill. No 

hazardous waste is or will be allowed. 

 
213 Note: This table contains the responses at the time of the open house, subsequently, further action and follow-up was taken 
by Waste Connections as needed to address outstanding issues. 
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Key Issues and Concerns Response 

What will be done about crows? 

The fill area is covered daily to reduce the 

attractants for birds. The landfill also uses pro-

active measures (birds of prey / falconry and noise 

scare) to control the amount of birds. 

Woodlot removal is a concern. 
For every tree removed two (2) trees will be 

replanted. 

Need to communicate more with neighbours. 

Waste Connections is committed to more regular 

dialogue. Operations Updates are regularly mailed 

to all neighbours within 1 km of the site. 

Neighbours are also encouraged to contact the 

landfill management staff with any questions or to 

discuss concerns.  

Will property value protection and compensation be 

provided? 

Waste Connections will update the current 

compensation and property value protection plan 

once the EA is complete. 

 

Waste Connection will provide notification, in 

writing, to residents receiving compensation and 

continue to provide compensation to impacted 

residents. 

8.7 Overview of Indigenous Communities and Organizations 
Consultation Activities 

Consultation with Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations is an essential part of completing an EA. 

Over the course of the EA, Waste Connections continued 

to build on its relationships with Indigenous 

Communities and Organizations that were initiated as 

part of the ToR.  

 

During the ToR development, Waste Connections 

worked with the MECP to identify Indigenous 

Communities that may have a territorial interest in the 

Ridge Landfill. The environmental screening process in 

2011 provided an initial contact list of Indigenous 

Communities and Organizations. In addition, the MECP 
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provided a list of communities to consult based on the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 

Aboriginal community rights and project impacts through a letter that delegated the procedural 

aspects of consultation to the proponent dated February 6, 2017. 

 

In recognition of the special interests associated with Indigenous Communities and Organizations, 

Waste Connections continued to retain Counsel Public Affairs Inc., specifically Mr. John Beaucage, 

a well-respected First Nation leader to lead the engagement process throughout the EA. 

Indigenous Communities and Organizations were notified at various stages of the EA process. 

Letters and emails were sent to the Chiefs of the Indigenous Communities and Organizations to 

notify them of public Open Houses before announcements were made through the local media. 

The letters requested the communities and organizations to contact John Beaucage if they 

wanted an in-person meeting. Table 8-7 provides an overview of the EA notifications.  

 

Out of the ten (10) Indigenous Communities and Organizations contacted, five (5) Indigenous 

Communities and one (1) Indigenous Organization engaged in more in-depth conversations with 

the EA team during the EA. Chiefs of Ontario sent an email on July 3, 2018 thanking Waste 

Connections for the Notice of Commencement and Open House #1 Invitation. 

 

An overview of the key comments and concerns raised and how they were considered in the 

preparation of the EA is provided under each Indigenous Community. Communication materials, 

such as letters and email communication, as well as a Phone Call Log are included in Appendix B7. 

The appendix includes an Indigenous Communities and Organizations Comment and Response 

Table, which provides an overview of all comments received and Waste Connections’ responses. 

The table is organized by Indigenous Community in accordance with Section 4.3.7 of the MECP’s 

Code of Practice214. 

  

 
214 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (2014a). Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Environmental 
Assessments in Ontario, January 2014. 
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Table 8-7: EA Notifications for Indigenous Communities and Organizations 

Method of Communication Purpose 

Combined Notice of 
Commencement of the EA and 
Open House #1 
 
Letter and Phone Call 
June 14, 2018 

A letter was distributed to inform Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations that the ToR received approval from the MECP and to 

formally announce the EA commencement. The letter also included an 

invitation to Open House #1, which was held on July 25, 2018. The 

letter invited Indigenous Communities and Organizations to reach out 

to the Waste Connections' Project Manager if they are not able to 

attend but have questions or comments they would like to discuss. In 

addition to the letter, Counsel Public Affairs Inc. contacted the 

Indigenous Communities and Organizations by telephone on 

June 25, 2018. 

Notice of Open House #2 
 

Letter  
November 16, 2018 

A letter was distributed to invite Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations to Open House #2, which was held on December 6, 2018. 

The letter invited Indigenous Communities and Organizations to reach 

out to the Waste Connections' Project Manager if they are not able to 

attend but have questions or comments they would like to discuss. 

Notice of Alternative Methods 

Report and Review of Diversion 

Options Report 

 

Email 

January 14, 2019 

An email was distributed to inform the Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations that the Interim Alternative Methods Report and the 

Review of Diversion Options Report were available for review. The 

email also provided information that the materials for Open House #2 

were available online. 

Combined Notice of Open 

House #3 & Draft EA Report 

 

Letter  

June 28, 2019 

A letter was distributed to invite Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations to Open House #3, which was held on July 11, 2019. The 

letter also announced that the draft EA Report will be available for 

review beginning on July 23, 2019 and ending on September 6, 2019. 

The letter invited Indigenous Communities and Organizations to reach 

out to the Waste Connections' Project Manager if they are not able to 

attend but have questions or comments they would like to discuss. 

Notice of Submission of the EA 

Letter  

Fall, 2019 

A letter regarding the Notice of Submission will be send to Indigenous 

Communities and Organizations in the Fall of 2019 when the EA is 

formally submitted.  
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8.7.1 Aamjiwnaang First Nation 

During the ToR development, Aamjiwnaang First Nation requested to be kept informed about 

the proposed landfill expansion as it progresses. As part of the commitments made for the ToR, 

Waste Connections continued to keep Aamjiwnaang First Nation informed of significant project 

updates. 

 

In addition to the notifications identified in Table 8-7, John Beaucage personally contacted 

Aamjiwnaang First Nation by telephone five (5) times between February and July, 2018. The 

purpose of the calls was to gauge the community’s interest in an in-person meeting and to inform 

the community of project notifications. While Aamjiwnaang First Nation did not request a 

meeting with Waste Connections, the EA team continued to inform the community of significant 

project updates, such as Open Houses and availability of draft reports for review. 

 

In addition, Waste Connections kept Aamjiwnaang First Nation updated as to the anticipated 

timing of the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment. On March 7, 2019 the EA team informed 

Aamjiwnaang First Nation that the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment was anticipated to 

commence the week of April 22, 2019. As part of the email Waste Connections also noted that 

benthic fieldwork (if needed) is planned to take place the week of April 1, 2019. Tri-Tribal 

Monitoring Services attended on behalf of Aamjiwnaang First Nation during the Stage 3 

Archaeological Assessment in November 0f 2019. 

 

Communication with the Aamjiwnaang First Nation is included in Appendix B7. 

8.7.2 Caldwell First Nation 

In response to Waste Connections’ Notice of Commencement and Open House #1 Invitation, 

Caldwell First Nation sent an email on June 19, 2018 informing the EA team that all future 

communication should be forwarded to Chief and Council or the Director of Operations. The EA 

team updated the project contact list accordingly and all future communication was sent to Chief 

and Council or the Director of Operations. John Beaucage contacted the Caldwell First Nation on 

June 25, 2018 by telephone as a follow-up to the Notice of Commencement and Open House #1 

Invitation. During the call, the Caldwell First Nation requested that the notice be resent. Waste 

Connections resent the Notice of Commencement and Open House #1 Invitation. 

 

In response to Waste Connections’ email sent on January 14, 2019 regarding the draft Interim 

Alternative Methods Report and the Review of Options for Diversion Report, see Table 8-7, 

Caldwell First Nation requested an overview of the engagement history between Waste 
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Connections and the community by email on February 2, 2019 for their newly elected band 

council. 

 

Waste Connections provided the Caldwell First Nation with an overview of all previous 

correspondence in relation to the proposed landfill expansion on February 8, 2019. As part of the 

response, Waste Connections offered to meet with the Caldwell First Nation as well as take the 

community on a site tour. The community was invited to reach out to Waste Connections’ Project 

Manager regarding any further questions. Caldwell First Nation’s Director of Operations 

responded by email on February 17, 2019 stating that the community will reach out if they wish 

to meet with Waste Connections or would like a tour of the Ridge Landfill.  

 

On June 28, 2019 an Open House #3 Invitation was sent to the Caldwell First Nation as an email 

attachment. The Caldwell First Nation responded to the invitation by email on July 8, 2019 

emphasizing the importance of meaningful engagement with the community. John Beaucage 

responded to the Caldwell First Nation by email on July 8, 2019, stating that the EA team respects 

the process of consultation established by the Caldwell First Nation. The email also included an 

invitation to an in-person meeting with Waste Connections at the convenience of the Caldwell 

First Nation. 

 

Communication with the Caldwell First Nation is included in Appendix B7. 

8.7.3 Chippewas of the Thames First Nation 

Waste Connections met with the Chippewas of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) on 

August 15, 2018 at the community’s Band Office. The purpose of this meeting was to provide 

COTTFN with an update on the proposed landfill expansion and discuss opportunities to provide 

feedback.  

 

At the beginning of the meeting Waste Connections provided a summary of the work done to 

date, including an overview of the overall project schedule, and a list of documents available for 

review. COTTFN expressed an interested to review the available documents.  

 

Over the course of the meeting COTTFN and Waste Connections discussed leachate and landfill 

gas alternatives, the Ridge Landfill Trust, woodlot compensation, and pollinator planting. 

Potential partnerships were also discussed. At this stage in the project, COTTFN was seeking 

clarification on how the above noted topics are being addressed in the context of the EA. Waste 

Connections explained the alternatives being consider as part of the EA and the role of the Ridge 

Landfill Trust. During the meeting COTTFN expressed that the community would be interested to 
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contribute to the planting and maintaining of trees as part of the woodlot compensation. Waste 

Connections noted that there is also an opportunity to plant pollinator species and promised to 

keep COTTFN’s Consultation Coordinator informed on future tree planting opportunities.  

 

The EA team sent the documents requested during the August 15, 2018 meeting to COTTFN on 

August 16, 2018 by email. 215  COTTFN responded by email the same day stating that the 

community will reach out to the EA team if they have any questions regarding the documents. 

The EA team followed-up with COTTFN on August 24, 2018 by email regarding any other 

documents the community would like to review. The email included a document reference list. 

COTTFN responded to the email on August 29, 2018 stating that at this point the community does 

not request any additional documents for review. On August 30, 2018 the EA team provided 

COTTFN with an updated project schedule with proposed deadlines for reviewing the documents. 

COTTFN was invited to reach out to the EA team with any questions they might have regarding 

the documents or the project.  

 

On January 19, 2019 Waste Connections had a telephone 

conversation with COTTFN’s Consultation Coordinator 

regarding a tree planting initiative that is being planned for 

2020. Waste Connections confirmed that a total of 3,000 

trees will be planted on COTTFN lands in partnership with 

the Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority (LTVCA). 

In response to Waste Connections’ draft EA Notice and Open 

House #3 Invitation, COTTFN sent an email on July 25, 2019 requesting a copy of the material 

shared at the Open House. Waste Connections shared an electronic copy of the Open House 

panels by email on July 29, 2019. COTTFN will continue to be consulted during the seed and tree 

identification process and engaged in woodlot replacement and on-site berms. 

 

The meeting minutes, associated email communication, and a Phone Call Log are included in 

Appendix B7. 

8.7.4 Oneida Nation of the Thames 

In addition to the notifications identified In Table 8-7, John Beaucage personally contacted 

Oneida Nation of the Thames by telephone three (3) times between April and May, 2019. The 

purpose of the calls was to determine whether the community had any questions on the 

 
215 Note: Documents sent for COTTFN’s review included: Electronic version of project schedule; Stage 1 Archaeology 
Assessment; Hydrogeology EA Work Plan; Leachate Management Alternatives Memo; Site Development Alternatives Memo; 
Diversion Memo; Draft Evaluation Criteria Memo; Study Area Memo; and, Biology Existing Conditions Report.  

In partnership with COTTFN 
and the local Conservation 

Authority, Waste 
Connections will plant 3,000 
trees as part of the woodlot 

compensation program. 



 
 

Waste Connections of Canada 
Ridge Landfill Environmental Assessment Report  

 

661 

 

proposed expansion. On May 15, 2019 the Oneida Nation of the Thames’ Environmental 

Coordinator responded stating that the community will be in touch if they have any questions. 

 

In response to Waste Connections’ draft EA Notice and Open House #3 Invitation, Oneida Nation 

of the Thames sent a letter on July 10, 2019 inviting the EA Team to present at the Oneida 

Environment Committee meeting to discuss the Ridge Landfill Draft Environmental Assessment 

Report. The Oneida Nation of the Thames’ Environment and Consultation Coordinator sent an 

email to Waste Connections on July 15, 2019 to schedule a meeting. 

 

Waste Connections met with the Oneida Nation of the Thames on August 1, 2019 at the 

community’s Administration Building. The purpose of this meeting was to provide Oneida Nation 

of the Thames with an overview of the project and discuss opportunities to provide feedback.  

 

At the beginning of the meeting Waste Connections gave a presentation on the findings from the 

draft impact assessment work. Oneida Nation of the Thames and Waste Connections discussed 

biology, groundwater, surface water, archaeology, and tree planting related questions. The 

following summarizes the Oneida Environment Committee’s questions and observations and the 

EA team’s responses: 

• The Oneida Environment Committee noted that they have observed barn swallows, 

eagles, beavers and killdeer on their lands recently. These species have not been 

around previously. The EA team responded that wildlife was observed during field 

investigations. The EA team noted that a wildlife sweep will be completed and best 

management practices will be implemented in support of vegetation/structure 

removals prior to the start of the construction phase. 

• The Oneida Environment Committee asked what would happen to the clay liner if 

there was an earthquake. The EA team responded that in the case of on earthquake 

the concern would be the potential for the clay liner to rupture. The rupture of the 

clay liner is considered to have negligible potential to occur in this geological setting. 

In response to the question how long the site would be monitored for following 

closure; the EA team responded 100 years post-closure.216 

• The Oneida Environment Committee asked how water is released from the 

stormwater ponds to the drains and what the impact would be on fish moving from 

ponds to drains. The EA team responded that the SWM ponds are not considered to 

 
216 Note: For purposes of calculation of financial assurance, it has been assumed and accepted by MECP that provision be made 
for monitoring for 100 years post-closure. The actual duration of post-closure monitoring will ultimately depend on the 
monitoring results and will be determined in consultation with the MECP. 
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be fish habitat and the potential for fish to access to the ponds via the outlet 

structures is minimal. 

 

In addition to the above noted questions, the Oneida Environment Committee requested a copy 

of the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment and asked to be present at the Ridge Landfill if a Stage 3 

Archaeological Assessment is required. The Oneida Environment Committee also requested to 

review the list of trees to be planted and expressed interest to receive trees. The Stage 2 

Archaeological Assessment and tree planting list were sent to the Oneida Nation of the Thames’ 

Environment and Consultation Coordinator on August 29, 2019 by email. Waste Connections will 

keep the community informed in regards to the Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment and the 

availability of additional trees.  

 

The Oneida Environment Committee will be in touch with 

Waste Connections if they have any further comments on 

the draft EA or the proposed mitigation plans. 

 

Subsequent to the meeting, Waste Connections has agreed 

to supply 1,000 trees for planting on the Oneida Nation of 

the Thames land. The meeting minutes, associated email 

communication, and a Phone Call Log are included in 

Appendix B7. 

8.7.5 Walpole Island First Nation 

The Walpole Island First Nation (WIFN) provided comments on the proposed expansion 

throughout the EA process217. Waste Connections and WIFN met three (3) times during the EA. 

The meetings took place on May 30, 2018; September 13, 2018; and, April 4, 2019. The meeting 

in September included a site tour of the Ridge Landfill. Table 8-8 provides an overview of the 

meetings that took place between WIFN and Waste Connections. 
  

 
217 Note: On January 24, 2018 WIFN provided Waste Connections with the community’s Consultation and Accommodation 
Protocol. Waste Connections followed the Walpole Island Consultation and Accommodation Protocol and is committed to 
ongoing consultation with Indigenous Communities. 

In partnership with the 
Oneida Nation of the 
Thames and the local 

Conservation Authority, 
Waste Connections will 

plant 1,000 trees as part of 
the woodlot compensation 

program. 
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Table 8-8: Overview of Meetings Between WIFN and Waste Connections 

Meeting Overview 

Meeting 

May 30, 2018 

The meeting on May 30, 2018 was attended by representatives from WIFN, Neegan 

Burnside, Waste Connections and the EA team. WIFN provided an overview of the 

community’s history and reiterated their interest in a partnership and reciprocal 

relationship between WIFN and Waste Connections218. Waste Connections provided 

an overview of the EA work completed to date, upcoming work, and documents 

available for review219, including the three (3) site development alternatives, EA 

Study Areas, and evaluation criteria. Waste Connections noted that any woodlot 

removal would be compensated and preliminary discussions have been held with 

the MNRF (see Section 8.8.2) and the LTVCA (see Section 8.8.8).  

Meeting &  

Site Tour 

September 13, 

2018 

On September 13, 2018 WIFN and Waste Connections met at the Ridge Landfill at 

20262 Erieau Road for a site tour. Waste Connections provided an overview of the 

site and the proposed expansion. The tour provided WIFN with an opportunity to 

ask questions on the ground and to see the current woodlots on-site. 

Meeting 

April 4, 2019 

The meeting on April 4, 2019 was attended by representatives from WIFN, Waste 

Connections and the EA team. The focus of this meeting was a discussion on the 

impact assessment criteria. WIFN provided their perspective that involving First 

Nations people in work associated with the landfill expansion and operation (e.g., 

planting of trees to compensate for the woodlot removal, naturalizing the berm and 

potentially replanting/restoration upon closure) is the appropriate way to integrate 

Indigenous Community knowledge into the Ridge Landfill EA. It was suggested that 

Waste Connections incorporate Indigenous Community knowledge by collaborating 

with Indigenous Communities and Organizations for restoration (e.g., woodlot 

replacement planting, naturalization of the berms and closure plan 

implementation). Waste Connections has started the process through discussions 

with WIFN to retain the community for the initiative. A Tree Replacement Plan 

Development Memo was sent to WIFN on April 25, 2019. The memo is included in 

Appendix B7. 

In addition to the above mentioned meetings, WIFN retained Neegan Burnside Ltd. (Neegan 

Burnside), an Aboriginal-owned engineering and environmental services firm, to provide advice 

on environmental issues regarding the proposed landfill expansion. Waste Connections received 

 
218 Note: WIFN emphasized their interest in a partnership role in the proposed landfill expansion at a meeting on June 28, 2016 
as part of the ToR. Meeting minutes are included in the following appendix to the EA document: Appendix A - ToR Record of 
Consultation. 
219 Note: WIFN requested a hard copy of the 2017 Ridge Landfill: Annual Site Development, Operations and Monitoring Report 
and electronic copies of the Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report, most up-to-date project schedule, and the draft 
evaluation criteria for site development alternative methods. The requested documents were sent to WIFN on June 4, 2018. 
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five (5) memos and one (1) email from Neegan Burnside on behalf of WIFN over the course of 

the EA.  

• Review of Evaluation and Impact Assessment Criteria (September 10, 2018); 

• Review of Natural Environment Existing Conditions (September 18, 2018); 

• Review of Study Areas (September 19, 2018); 

• Review of Work Plans (September 20, 2018); 

• Review of Response Memos (October 17, 2018); and  

• Review of Interim Alternative Methods Report (February 15, 2019). 

 

An overview of the memos and email is provided in Table 8-9. The memos, email, and Waste 

Connections responses are included in Appendix B7. 
 

Table 8-9: Overview of Memos Received from Neegan Burnside on Behalf of WIFN 

Memo/Email Overview 

Review of 

Evaluation and 

Impact Assessment 

Criteria 

September 10, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from Neegan Burnside, on behalf of 

WIFN, on the Evaluation and Impact Assessment Criteria dated July 2018 on 

September 10, 2018. Overall, WIFN noted that the criteria seem very thorough. 

Specific comments were provided and generally focused on ensuring that the 

criteria are transparent (e.g., indicating data source) and comprehensive (e.g., 

considering on- and off-site leachate treatment). In addition, WIFN noted that 

further clarity is needed on how Traditional Knowledge is incorporated in the EA. 

Waste Connections provided a response memo to WIFN on September 20, 2018.  

Review of Natural 

Environment 

Existing Conditions 

September 18, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from Neegan Burnside, on behalf of 

WIFN, on the Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report dated March 2018 

on September 18, 2018. Based on a review of the report and a site visit on 

September 13, 2018, WIFN provided general comments on the report. WIFN 

expressed that they were generally satisfied with the methodology, description, 

and conclusion of the report. Waste Connections provided a response memo to 

WIFN on October 3, 2018. 
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Memo/Email Overview 

Review of Study 

Areas September 

19, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from Neegan Burnside, on behalf of 

WIFN, on the Study Areas on September 19, 2018. Comments were received on 

the atmospheric, aviation, biology, design and operations, landfill mining, surface 

water, and transportation study areas. WIFN did not have any comments relating 

to the agricultural assessment, bird hazards to aviation safety assessment 

program, hydrogeological work plan, socio-economic, and visual impact 

assessment Study Areas. Waste Connections provided a response memo to WIFN 

on October 3, 2018. 

Review of Work 

Plans September 20, 

2018 

Waste Connections received comments from Neegan Burnside, on behalf of 

WIFN, on the work plans on September 20, 2018. WIFN provided comments on 

the following work plans: 

• Agricultural Work Plan (June 2018); 

• Atmospheric Scope of Work (July 2018); 

• Biology Work Plan (June 2018); 

• Bird Hazards to Aviation Safety Work Plan (May 2016); 

• Climate Change Scope of Work ( July 2018); 

• Design and Operations Work Plan (June 2018); 

• Hydrogeological Work Plan (July 2018); 

• Noise Work Plan (June 2018); 

• Socio-Economic Work Plan (n.d.); 

• Surface Water Work Plan (July 2018); and 

• Aviation Work Plan (May 2018). 
 

WIFN did not have any comments on the Visual Impact Assessment Work Plan. 

Waste Connections provided a response memo to WIFN on October 3, 2018. 

Review of Response 

Memos 

October 17, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from Neegan Burnside, on behalf of 

WIFN, regarding Waste Connections’ response memos on October 17, 2018. As 

indicated in Waste Connections’ memo on the Evaluation and Impact Assessment 

Criteria dated September 20, 2018, WIFN anticipates that Waste Connections will 

have further discussions with Indigenous Communities and Organizations 

regarding the use of Traditional Knowledge in the EA. WIFN was generally 

satisfied with the responses provided by Waste Connections. 

Review of Interim 

Alternative Methods 

Report 

February 15, 2019 

Neegan Burnside, on behalf of WIFN, provided a preliminary response to Waste 

Connections’ Interim Alternative Methods Report dated December 2018 on 

February 15, 2019. While WIFN expressed their support for the Preferred 

Alternative Method, WIFN requested clarification regarding the three (3) site 

development alternatives and the use of the term “culturally valued species.” 

Waste Connections provided a response memo to WIFN on March 6, 2018. As 
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Memo/Email Overview 

part of the response, Waste Connections recommended a meeting with WIFN. 

Waste Connections followed-up with WIFN on March 13, 2019 to set-up a 

meeting to discuss the draft impact assessment evaluation criteria and to confirm 

whether WIFN would like to participate in the Archaeological field studies. 

 

WIFN met with Waste Connections on April 4, 2019. The purpose of the meeting 

was to discuss WIFN’s comments on the draft impact assessment evaluation 

criteria, specifically as they relate to Indigenous Communities. 

 

Based on discussions with WIFN and the MECP (see Section 8.8.1) the revised 

Impact Assessment Criteria was sent to WIFN on April 22, 2019. 

 

Over the course of the EA, Waste Connections received various feedback from WIFN on the 

proposed expansion. Many of the comments focused on the request for a clearer conceptual site 

model, additional clarity regarding some of the technical components, a better understanding of 

the monitoring practices, and how Indigenous knowledge will be incorporated into the EA. 

 

Overall, WIFN noted that the draft evaluation and impact assessment criteria are very thorough. 

WIFN’s comments primarily focused on the transparency and comprehensiveness of the 

evaluation and impact assessment criteria. Based on WIFN’s feedback, Waste Connections 

provided further clarification on the criteria for the evaluation of site development alternatives 

and revised the criteria as appropriate.  

 

For the impact assessment of potential environmental effects on the socio-economic 

environment, WIFN suggested to combine the criteria for potential impacts and benefits of the 

proposed expansion under one (1) criterion. WIFN noted that having one (1) criterion allows for 

a more comprehensive analysis of the potential impacts and benefits of the proposed expansion. 

In response to WIFN’s suggestion, Waste Connections updated the socio-economic impact 

assessment environment criteria accordingly. 

 

Over the course of the EA, WIFN requested clarification on how Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

from Indigenous Communities would be incorporated into the biological assessment. WIFN noted 

a preference to take a practical approach towards integrating Indigenous knowledge of the land 

rather than an academic approach. It was suggested that Waste Connections incorporate 

Indigenous knowledge by involving Indigenous Communities for restoration efforts, such as 

woodlot replacement planting, naturalization of the berms and closure plan implementation. 
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Waste Connections will seek opportunities to engage WIFN or other Indigenous communities in 

the replanting and restoration work. 

 

WIFN provided comments on the atmospheric, aviation, biology, design and operations, landfill 

mining, surface water, and transportation study areas. WIFN requested additional information 

and justification for some of the study area boundaries. While most of the comments focused on 

providing clarification on what the study areas entail, WIFN noted that the biological study area 

should include a 120 m buffer to assess potential impacts to adjacent lands. This comment was 

also made by the MECP in a memo dated August 20, 2018, see Section 8.8.1. The biology study 

area was expanded by 120 m beyond the on-site Study Area to account for adjoining natural 

areas.  

 

Over the course of the EA, WIFN expressed an interest in overseeing the archaeological field work 

for the proposed expansion. Waste Connections’ Project Manager kept the community informed 

about the timing of the archaeological fieldwork to be completed. The archaeological fieldwork 

commenced on April 24, 2019 at the Ridge Landfill and was attended by six (6) WIFN community 

members. WIFN was informed of the start of Stage 3 Archeological Assessment in November of 

2019, they advised Waste Connections to proceed and that they would attend if possible. WIFN 

were not able to attend. 

 

In addition, WIFN provided comments on the Ridge Landfill: Annual Site Development, 

Operations and Monitoring Report on October 1, 2018. The purpose of the review was to assist 

WIFN in understanding the site during the EA process. The comments focused on creating a 

clearer conceptual site model and obtaining a better understanding of the monitoring practices. 

Waste Connections provided a response memo to WIFN on July 3, 2019. The comments were 

considered as part of the Design and Operations Report. WIFN will be notified of future reports 

as they become available, as requested.  

 

Waste Connections will continue to update WIFN, and other Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations, on the timing of expansion events as the proposed expansion progresses. 
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8.8 Overview of Agency Consultation Activities 

Throughout the EA development, agencies were invited to 

participate and provide comments. The objectives of 

consultation with agencies was to inform them of the 

proposed landfill expansion, understand their issues and 

obtain their feedback on the data collection, evaluation, and 

assessment steps in the EA. 

 

As noted in Section 8.3 of this report, local, provincial and 

federal agencies were included on the contact list and 

received all EA notices.  

 

Waste Connections proactively contacted key agencies to set 

up conference calls and meetings with agencies that were expected to have an interest in the 

proposed expansion and who may have important information related to completion of the EA. 

Conference calls were held with the MECP, MNRF, MTO, and the LTVC. In-person meetings were 

held with the MECP, Municipality of Chatham-Kent and the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport.220 

Draft versions of reports, such as work plans, were shared with select agencies, including the 

MECP, MNRF, and MTO.  

 

The following sections document the conference calls and meetings that were held during the 

development of the EA. An overview of the key comments and concerns raised and how they 

were considered in the preparation of the EA is provided under each agency section below. 

Specific comments raised at these conference calls and meetings can be found in Appendix B8. 

8.8.1 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) 

On May 1, 2018 the MECP approved the Amended ToR for the proposed Ridge Landfill expansion. 

In an effort to ensure the proposed expansion aligns and meets the requirements of the Ministry, 

Waste Connections consulted with the MECP throughout the EA process.  

 

The EA team held 10 conference calls and one (1) in-person meeting with the MECP over the 

course of the EA. In addition, Waste Connections’ Project Manager and the MECP Project Officer 

regularly communicated with each other with respect to the proposed expansion. Table 8-10 

provides a summary of the meetings and conference calls that took place between the MECP and 

 
220 Note: Other conference calls and meetings were held as part of data gathering for the technical work completed and are 
captured in the technical reports included in Appendix D6 – Design and Operations Report.  
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Waste Connections. Email communication and meeting minutes on the meetings and conference 

calls are included in Appendix B8.  

 

Table 8-10: Overview of Conference Calls and Meetings between the MECP and the EA Team 

Meetings and 

Conference Calls 
Overview 

Conference Call 

July 4, 2018 

The EA team held a conference call with the MECP on July 4, 2018 regarding the 

coordination of EA activities. The call included MECP representatives from the EA 

Branch and the District. The purpose of the call was to provide the MECP with an 

overview of the EA timeline, including a discussion on the ToR Commitments 

Table, work plans, evaluation of alternative methods, and stakeholder 

consultation.  

 

The MECP noted that the work plans should be as detailed as possible to facilitate 

agreement on approach. In addition, The MCP noted that work plans need to 

demonstrate how commitments will be accomplished and what evaluation criteria 

and indicators will be applied.  

 

It was determined that further discussion was required with the MECP’s Air 

Quality Analyst regarding the Atmospheric Work Plan. The EA team scheduled a 

call with the MECP’s Air Quality Analyst. Overall, more detailed work plans for all 

disciplines have been prepared. Commitments and evaluation criteria were added 

to the individual work plans where applicable. 

Conference Call 

July 5, 2018 

Following the conference call on July 4, 2018, the EA team’s Atmospheric Specialist 

held a conference call with the MECP’s Air Quality Analyst on July 5, 2018. The 

purpose of the call was to discuss air modelling for the EA. An overview of the 

study areas, indicator compounds and baseline data sources, air quality criteria, 

emission sources, air modelling, and GHG were also discussed. In response to the 

call, the EA team updated and resubmitted the Atmospheric Work Plan to the 

MECP’s Air Quality Analyst. 

Conference Call 

July 26, 2018 

The EA team’s Atmospheric Specialist held another follow-up call with the MECP’s 

Air Quality Analyst on July 26, 2018. The call focused on review of the 

methodology for the alternative methods analysis and the preferred method 

analysis. The call included a review of MECP's comments on the methodology and 

agreement on the path forward. In response to the call, the EA team further 

refined the air modelling analysis for the alternative methods and preferred 

alternative. 
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Meetings and 

Conference Calls 
Overview 

Conference Call 

September 5, 2018 

The EA team’s Atmospheric Specialist held a conference call with the MECP on 

September 5, 2018. The call focused on the MECP's comments on the Climate 

Change Work Plan received by email on July 25, 2018. The MECP noted that 

additional detail is needed on how potential GHGs will be estimated for each site 

development method. The EA team provided the MECP with the revised Climate 

Change Work Plan by email on September 7, 2018. The MECP responded the same 

day, confirming that their comments have been addressed. 

Conference Call 

January 28, 2019 

The EA team’s Atmospheric Specialist held a conference call with MECP on 

January 28, 2019. The purpose of the call was to outline expectations and 

methods for detailing atmospheric analysis in the context of the Alternative 

Methods Report. 

Meeting 

February 1, 2019 

Waste Connections met with the MECP on February 1, 2019 at the Ministry’s 

office at 135 St. Clair Avenue West in Toronto. The purpose of the meeting was to 

discuss the project schedule and the Interim Alternative Methods Report. The 

discussion focused on the MECP’s comments on the Interim Alternative Methods 

report, specifically hydrogeology, surface water, and air quality, received on 

January 18, 2019. Based on the call it was determined that further discussion with 

the MECP’s Air Quality Analyst is required. 

Conference Call 

February 28, 2019 

The EA team’s Atmospheric Specialist held a conference call with the MECP’s Air 

Quality Analyst on February 28, 2019 regarding the proposed air quality emissions 

modelling described in a memo provide to the MECP on February 15, 2019, see 

Table 8-11 below. A memo regarding the intended approach for the air quality 

assessment of alternative methods was provided to the Ministry on 

March 8, 2019.  

Conference Call 

March 28, 2019 

The EA team held a conference call with the MECP on March 28, 2019 regarding 

the alternative methods evaluation approach. The discussion focused on 

enhancing the comparative evaluation of site development alternatives, refining 

the net effects, ensuring that previous discussions on air quality and hydrogeology 

are captured in evaluation approach, and the overall organization of the 

alternative methods content in the EA.  

Conference Call 

April 9, 2019 

Following the conference call on March 28, the EA team held a follow-up 

conference call regarding the alternative methods evaluation approach on April 9, 

2019. The purpose of the call was to confirm that revisions to the alternative 

methods evaluation approach aligned with EA requirements.  
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Meetings and 

Conference Calls 
Overview 

Conference Call 

May, 24 2019 

The EA team held a conference call with the MECP on May 24, 2019 regarding the 

draft Problem/Opportunity Assessment Supporting Document #1 provided on 

May 16, 2019. The discussion focused on the work required to update the purpose 

and opportunity for the Ridge Landfill expansion to fulfill the condition in the ToR. 

Updates to the memo were made accordingly. 

Conference Call 

May, 24 2019 

The EA team held a conference call with the MECP on May 24, 2019 regarding 

waste diversion options at the Ridge Landfill. The discussion focused on how 

Waste Connections can assist the Province in waste diversion efforts, including the 

number of food and organic waste resource recovery options and planned 

operational measures for clients considered in the draft Review of Diversion 

Options Report. 

 

Over the course of the EA, Waste Connections received ten (10) memos from MECP on the 

following:  

• Review of the Atmospheric Work Plan (June 27, 2018); 

• Review of the Hydrogeological Work Plan (June 27, 2018); 

• Review of the Surface Water Work Plan (June 27, 2018); 

• Review of the Revised Atmospheric Work Plan (July 25, 2018); 

• Review of the Evaluation Approach and Criteria (August 2, 2018); 

• Review of the Technical Discipline Study Areas (August 20, 2018); 

• Review of the Alternative Methods for Leachate and Landfill Gas Management 

(August 22, 2018); 

• Review of the Interim Alternative Methods (January 18, 2019); 

• Review of the Draft Options for Diversion Report (February 7, 2019); and 

• Review of the Draft Impact Assessment Criteria (April 16, 2019). 

 

In addition to the above memos, Waste Connections provided the MECP with a brief memo on 

the description of the Site Development Alternatives on July 10, 2018 which indicated that they 

had no comments on the descriptions provided. The MECP provided comments in tracked 

changes on the Review of Diversion Options for Evaluation on September 4, 2018. 
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An overview of the memos and feedback received, including the email communication on the 

work plans, is provided in Table 8-11. The memos, including comments raised and responses 

provided, are included in Appendix B8. 

 

Table 8-11: Overview of Memos Received from MECP 

Memo/Email Overview 

Review of Work Plans  

Summer 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP on the work plans 

through email communication and memos over the Summer 2018. Memos 

were received for the following work plans: 

• Review of the Atmospheric Work Plan; 

• Review of the Revised Atmospheric Work Plan; 

• Review of the Hydrogeological Work Plan; and 

• Review of the Surface Water Work Plan. 

 

The MECP’s comments on the Atmospheric Work Plan included 

clarification on the air modelling methodology and a request for a 

separate climate change scope of work. The MECP’s comments on the 

Hydrogeological Work Plan focused on describing the potential effects to 

nearby receptors (i.e., private drinking water wells) and assessing the 

leachate and landfill gas contaminating life span. The MECP’s comments 

on the Surface Water Work Plan focused on Waste Connections 

commitment to include fish habitat surveys as part of the surface water 

impact assessment. 

 

Waste Connections incorporated the comments in the work plans and 

included a table of additional commitments to be addressed in the EA. The 

final work plans were published on the landfill website in September 2018.  

Review of the Evaluation 

Approach and Criteria 

August 2, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP on the Draft 

Criteria for the Evaluation of Alternative Methods and Impact Assessment 

dated July 18, 2018 on August 2, 2018. The MECP provided comments on 

the evaluation approach, the criteria for the evaluation of site 

development alternatives, the criteria for the evaluation of leachate 

treatment and landfill gas management alternatives, as well as the impact 

assessment criteria. Waste Connections provided a response memo on the 

evaluation criteria, including the criteria tables for the site development, 

leachate treatment, and landfill gas evaluation to the MECP on 

September 21, 2018. 
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Based on follow-up comments received from the MECP on 

October 4, 2018, Waste Connections provided a follow-up response memo 

to the Ministry on November 2, 2018. Based on the follow-up responses 

provided, MECP had no further comments. 

Review Technical Discipline 

Study Areas 

August 20, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP on the technical 

discipline study areas dated July 12, 2018 on August 20, 2018. The MECP 

provided comments on the noise, transportation, and landfill mining study 

areas. The MECP requested clarification on the discipline-specific study 

areas, including the evaluation of leachate and landfill gas management 

alternative methods. Waste Connections provided a response memo to 

the MECP on September 21, 2018. 

 

Based on follow-up comments received from the MECP on October 4, 

2018, Waste Connections provided a follow-up response memo to the 

Ministry on November 2, 2018. Based on the follow-up responses 

provided, MECP had no further comments. 

Review of Alternative 

Methods for Leachate and 

Landfill Gas Management 

August 22, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP on the leachate 

and landfill gas management alternative methods on August 22, 2018. A 

follow-up comment was provided by the MECP’s waste reviewer on 

October 30, 2018. Waste Connections provided a response memo to the 

MECP on October 31, 2018. 

Review of Diversion 

Options for Evaluation 

September 4, 2018 

Waste Connections received comments in tracked changes from the MECP 

on the Draft Diversion Options for Evaluation dated July 23, 2018 on 

September 4, 2018. The MECP’s comments focused on the geographic 

scope of the assessment, potential candidate materials for diversion, 

clarification on diversion logistics, and the ToR commitments. Waste 

Connections incorporated the feedback in the Review of Diversion Options 

Report, which was provided to the MECP on December 24, 2018. 

Review of Interim 

Alternative Methods 

January 18, 2019 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP on the Interim 

Alternative Methods Report dated December 3, 2018 on January 18, 2019. 

The MECP provided comments on the following: 

• Evaluation methodology; 

• Description of site development alternatives; 

• Identification of net effects for the evaluation of site development 

alternatives; 

• Criteria and indicators; 

• Leachate alternatives evaluation; 

• Landfill gas alternatives evaluation; and 



 
 

Waste Connections of Canada 
Ridge Landfill Environmental Assessment Report  

 

674 

 

Memo/Email Overview 

• Conclusion. 

 

The MECP also commented on the overall level of detail provided in the 

report. Waste Connections provided specific comments on questions 

concerning air quality modelling and the criteria and indicators. Waste 

Connections provided a response memo to the MECP on 

February 15, 2019. 

 

Air Quality 

Waste Connections received additional comments from the Ministry’s Air 

Quality Analyst via email on February 21, 2019. Waste Connections 

provided a preliminary email response to the comments on February 22, 

2019. A formal memo regarding the intended approach for the air quality 

assessment of alternative methods was provided to the Ministry on 

March 8, 2019. In response to additional follow-up comments received 

regarding air quality modelling on March 25, 2019, Waste Connections 

provided a follow-up response memo to the MECP on March 28, 2019.  

 

Criteria and Indicators 

Based on comments received from the MECP, Waste Connections 

provided the revised criteria and indicators for the evaluation of 

alternative methods to the Ministry on March 25, 2019. 

Review of Diversion 

Options Report 

February 7, 2019 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP’s Resource 

Recovery Policy Branch on the Review of Diversion Options Report dated 

December 24, 2018 by email on February 7, 2019. The MECP requested 

further clarification on their initial comments provided on September 4, 

2018. In addition, clarification was required on the reuse of construction 

and demolition waste and Section 4.0 of the Provincial Policy Statement 

on reducing and diverting food and organic waste. The EA team provided a 

response to the MECP on February 22, 2019.  
 

The EA team held a conference call with the MECP on May 24, 2019 to 

further discuss waste diversion options at the Ridge Landfill. In response to 

the call, Waste Connections updated the report to further clarify how 

organic waste from the landfill is diverted and how the Provincial Policy 

Statement may impact the current service area. A revised version of the 

report was included in the submission of the draft EA on July 23, 2019.  
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Review of Draft Impact 

Assessment Criteria 

April 16, 2019 

Waste Connections received comments from the MECP on the Draft 

Impact Assessment Criteria dated March 21, 2019 on April 16, 2019. The 

MECP provided comments on the following Draft Impact Assessment 

Criteria: 

• Natural Environment: 

- Biological Terrestrial Ecosystem; and 

- Biological Aquatic Ecosystem. 

• Social Environment; 

• Economic Environment; and 

• Built Environment. 

 

Waste Connections provided the revised Draft Impact Assessment Criteria 

to the MECP on April 22, 2019.  

 

As part of the commitment to keep the MECP informed over the course of the EA, Waste 

Connections Project Manager and the MECP Project Officer were in regularly contact during the 

EA to discuss the proposed expansion.  

 

The MECP provided comments on the technical work to be completed as part of the EA through 

email communication, conference calls, and memos. The information below outlines how the 

Ministry’s feedback received as part of the meetings, conference calls, memos, and email 

communication was incorporated into the development of the EA.  

 

Based on discussions with the MECP during the approval period for the ToR, Waste Connections 

submitted the following revised work plans to the Ministry for review on May 30, 2018: 

• Atmospheric Scope of Work; 

• Climate Change Scope of Work; 

• Hydrogeological Work Plan; and 

• Surface Water Work Plan. 

The MECP noted that the work plans should demonstrate how the commitments made in the 

ToR will be accomplished and what evaluation criteria indicators will be applied. In response to 

the MECP’s comments on the technical work plans, the EA team included a summary of the 

commitments made and an overview of the evaluation criteria to the individual work plans where 

applicable. In addition, Waste Connections provided a separate climate change scope of work. As 

part of the climate change scope of work, the EA team assessed the potential for greenhouse gas 
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emissions during construction and operation and the resilience of engineered systems. The final 

work plans were published on the landfill website in September 2018.  

 

The MECP requested clarification on the discipline-specific study areas, including the evaluation 

of leachate and landfill gas management alternative methods. In response to the MECP’s 

comments on the technical study areas, the EA team incorporated clarification on the discipline-

specific study areas as part of the technical work completed. The biology study area was 

expanded by 120 m beyond the on-site Study Area to account for adjoining natural areas. In 

addition, based on the MECP’s request the specific study area for landfill mining was removed. 

Additional changes to the discipline-specific study areas included updates to the study area 

naming and the clarity and level of detail of the study area figures.  

 

Over the course of the EA, Waste Connections received input on the criteria for the evaluation of 

the Alternative Methods and Impact Assessment. The MECP provided comments on the 

evaluation approach, the criteria for the evaluation of site development alternatives, the criteria 

for the evaluation of leachate treatment and landfill gas management alternatives, as well as the 

impact assessment criteria. The comments mainly focused on the organization and level of detail 

to be included in the evaluation. In addition, the MECP requested that the various landfill areas 

be modelled separately to show quantitative differences between the sites for air quality, climate 

change, hydrogeology, surface water and noise. Waste Connections incorporated MECP’s 

feedback into the organization and level of detail of the evaluation criteria and modelled the 

various landfill areas separately. Waste Connections is committed to continue to engage the 

MECP to ensure that potential effects to woodlots and/or other natural features are mitigated, 

as appropriate. 

 

In consultation with the MECP it was agreed that the assumptions in the Problem and 

Opportunity Assessment will be reviewed and updated by an economic specialist. Based on a 

review of the assumptions by an economist specialist, no changes to the information were 

required. Revisions to the assessment focused on how the information was presented. A flow 

chart was included to show the opportunity for Waste Connections to expand the Ridge Landfill. 

The MECP confirmed that there was no new data on landfill capacity in the province. 

As provided in the TOR, Waste Connections has committed to assisting the province in meeting 

its diversion goals, and opportunities for Waste Connections to enhance its existing waste 

diversion activities, either at source, at the Ridge Landfill, or elsewhere in Waste Connections’ 

integrated system. In response to comments received from the MECP, the EA team revised the 

draft Review of Diversion Options Report to include further detail on the impacts of the Provincial 
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Policy Statement on reducing and diverting food and organic waste, potential candidate materials 

for diversion, and the overall logistics of diversion.  

8.8.2 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) / MECP 

As of April 1, 2019 the administration of the environmental site assessment transitioned 

responsibility from the MNRF to the MECP.  

 

The EA team initially submitted the Information Gathering Form (IGF) and Avoidance Alternatives 

Form (AAF) to the MNRF on September 15, 2017. A revised IGF and AAF were submitted to MNRF 

on March 5, 2018 to address MNRF comments on the September 2017 submissions.  

 

On July 18, 2018 the EA team provided the MNRF with the biology scope of work for the proposed 

landfill expansion. The EA team received an email response on the biology scope of work from the 

MNRF on August 3, 2018. While the MNRF had no specific concerns with the scope of work, the 

Ministry had a few questions requiring clarification. The MNRF’s questions focused on the revised 

Ecological Land Classification/wetland mapping, targeted snake work, and whether Waste 

Connections will submit a permit application form.  

 

The EA team provided an email response to the MNRF on August 13, 2018, informing the MNRF 

that the revised mapping was included in the IGF earlier this year and that snake surveys were 

completed in 2015, 2016 and 2017. In the event the preferred alternative requires the removal 

of the southeast woodland (which it does not) a permit application would be submitted in 

support of its removal. However, if the preferred alternative requires removal of the southwest 

woodland (i.e. southeast woodland would be retained), based on previous consultation with the 

MNRF, the removal of the southwest woodland would not be subject to an ESA permit given the 

absence of Species at Risk (SAR).  

 

The EA team received comments on the March 2018 IGF and AAF submission on February 20, 

2019 to which the EA team responded that the revised IGF and AAF were forthcoming. The 

revised IGF and AAF were sent to the MNRF on May 7, 2019 to address the temporary impacts 

to eastern meadowlark habitat in support of vertical expansion of the Old Landfill portion of the 

expansion. Based on previous consultation with MNRF per the IGFs and AAFs, the MNRF 

determined that as long as the expansion did not require the removal of the southeast woodlot 

(and it does not) that a permit under the ESA would not be required. 

 

On September 13, 2019, Waste Connections was informed by email that the MECP has reviewed 

the IGF. The MECP determined that the activities associated with the proposed expansion will 
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not likely contravene Section 9 and/or Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 provided 

the MECP’s recommendations are implemented.  

 

In addition to email communication, the EA team had two (2) conference calls with the MNRF on 

March 5, 2018 and February 20, 2019. Table 8-12 provides a summary of the meetings. 

Communication with the MNRF is included in Appendix B8. 

 

Table 8-12: Overview of Conference Calls between the MNRF and the EA Team 

Meeting Overview 

Conference Call  

March 5, 2018 

The EA team held a conference call with the MNRF on March 5, 2018. The purpose 

of the call was to discuss the MNRF's request to revise the Information Gathering 

Form (IGF) to include Eastern Fox snake. Both the IGF and Alternative Avoidance 

Form (AAF) have been revised to address MNRF's comments.  

Conference Call  

February 20, 2019 

The EA team held a conference call with the MNRF on February 20, 2019 regarding 

updates to the IGF and AAF to indicate that the preferred alternative will not 

require the removal of the southeast woodlot and that based on the data collected 

there will be no impacts to Species-at-risk bats as a result.  

8.8.3 Ministry of Transportation (MTO) 

On July 18, 2018 the EA team provided MTO with the transportation scope of work for the 

proposed landfill expansion impact assessment. Waste Connections received one (1) memo from 

MTO regarding the transportation scope of work on August 24, 2018. The MTO requested 

clarification on the type of software that will be used for the analysis. In addition, the MTO 

recommended Waste Connections consider a review of alternate haul routes. Waste Connections 

provided a response to the MTO on September 7, 2018, informing MTO that the Municipality of 

Chatham-Kent has designated a haul route for the Ridge Landfill as part of their Official Plan. As 

a result, Waste Connections will not be evaluating alternate haul routes as part of the landfill 

expansion EA. 

 

A record of the email communication, including MTO’s memo and Waste Connections’ response, 

is included in Appendix B8.  
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8.8.4 Transport Canada 

The EA team (i.e., AeroCan Aviation Specialists) held a conference call with Transport Canada on 

May 14, 2019. The purpose of the call was to discuss the proposed landfill expansion and the 

existing Transport Canada zoning requirements. As part of the call, Transport Canada noted that 

the landfill must comply with the terms of the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport Zoning Regulation. 

 

Communication with Transport Canada is included in Appendix B8. 

8.8.5 Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

As part of the commitments made for the ToR, Waste Connections has continued to liaise with 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) during the EA. As part of this commitment, DFO has been 

kept informed of the status of the EA at all stages throughout its completion. DFO received the 

following project notifications over the course of the EA: 

• Notice of EA Commencement; 

• Notice of Draft EA Report; 

• EA Open House Notice #1; 

• EA Open House Notice #2; and 

• EA Open House Notice #3. 

 

Further contact with DFO will be initiated during the detailed design phase of the water courses 

that require relocation, as per current practice. 

 

The notices sent to DFO are included in Appendix B2. 

8.8.6 Municipality of Chatham-Kent 

Waste Connections provides disposal as well as waste and recycling collection services to the 

Municipality of Chatham-Kent and over the years has developed a very strong relationship with 

the Municipality. Waste Connections held various in-person meetings with municipal staff over 

the course of the EA. Table 8-13 provides a summary of the meetings. 
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Table 8-13: Overview of Meetings between the Municipality of Chatham-Kent and Waste 
Connections 

Meeting Overview 

Meeting 

(Leachate) 

July 25, 2018 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Chatham-Kent Public Utilities 

Commission (PUC) on July 25, 2018 at the Chatham-Kent Public Utilities building in 

Chatham. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the leachate management 

alternatives memo that was submitted to the MECP on July 18, 2018 and to confirm 

Chatham-Kent’s continued ability to receive leachate from an expanded landfill at 

the Blenheim Wastewater Treatment Lagoons (BTWL) as well as potential 

contingencies.  

Meeting (Traffic) 

August 1, 2018 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Municipality’s Waste and Recycling 

Services, Engineering and Transportation Services, and Public Works Departments on 

August 1, 2018 at the Chatham-Kent Civic Centre in Chatham. At the beginning of the 

meeting Waste Connections provided a summary of the work that has been done to 

date, including the Criteria Workshop on July 11, 2018, see Section 8.6.1 The 

purpose of the meeting between Municipal staff and Waste Connections was to 

discuss concerns and questions raised at the Evaluation Criteria Workshop and Open 

House #1 with respect to road conditions, traffic signs, signals and speeds along the 

haul route. Refer to Section 8.4 of this report for an overview of how stakeholder 

feedback was incorporated into the development of the EA. 

Meeting 

(Diversion) 

August 1, 2018 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Municipality’s Waste and Recycling 

Services Department on August 1, 2018 to discuss the diversion memo, which was 

submitted to the MECP on July 23, 2018 as well as potential diversion and recycling 

partnerships. The contents of the memo were discussed and it was agreed that the 

Municipal representative will review the memo in more detail as well as the 

diversion survey that Waste Connections was developing at the time. Municipal staff 

identified waste management education as a priority. Chatham-Kent staff provided 

subsequent feedback on both the memo and the survey. 

Meeting 

(Planning) 

August 15, 2018 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Municipality’s Planning Services 

Department on August 15, 2018 to provide an update on the status of the proposed 

landfill expansion and revisit previous discussions on the requirements and timing of 

the Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments. Planning staff and Waste 

Connections also discussed the need to address woodlots and berms as part of the 

planning justification report. Planning staff noted that Council is aware of the 

proposed expansion. 
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Meeting Overview 

Meeting &  

Site Tour 

(Planning) 

October 23, 2018 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Municipality’s Planning Services 

Department on October 23, 2018 at the Municipality of Chatham-Kent Civic Centre. 

The purpose of the meeting was to continue discussions on the Official Plan and 

Zoning By-law Amendments. It was also discussed that planning information should 

be included at the Open Houses in December 2018 and July 2019. The meeting 

included a site tour of the Ridge Landfill. 

Meeting 

(Drainage) 

February 21, 

2019 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Municipality of Chatham-Kent to discuss 

relocation of the Howard Drain that is required to support the Landfill expansion. 

Specific attention was placed on Section 78 of the Drainage Act. The meeting took 

place on February 21, 2019 at Dillon Consulting’s Chatham office. 

Meeting 

(Planning) 

March 29, 2019 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Municipality’s Planning Services 

Department on March 29, 2019 at the Municipality of Chatham-Kent Civic Centre. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the required amendments to the Official 

Plan and Zoning by-law as part of the landfill expansion. Planning staff noted that the 

Municipality will deem the application complete once Waste Connections receives 

EA approval from MECP. 

 

Municipal staff provided comments on the technical work to be completed as part of the EA. As 

committed to in the ToR, Waste Connections provided the Municipality of Chatham-Kent the 

Ministry of Municipal Affair’s January 26, 2018 letter for consideration when reviewing EA 

documentation by email on July 18, 2019. The information below outlines how the Municipality’s 

feedback was incorporated into the development of the EA.  

8.8.6.1 Leachate Management  

As committed to in the ToR, Waste Connections reviewed the existing leachate collection and 

treatment system, including the BWTL and the associated municipal sanitary sewer. Based on 

discussions with the Chatham-Kent PUC on July 25, 2019 it was confirmed that the BWTL have 

adequate capacity to treat the leachate expected from the existing Ridge Landfill operation and 

from the proposed landfill expansion. This direction was incorporated into the alternatives 

evaluated for leachate management. 

 

A letter confirming BWTL capacity to treat leachate was received from the PUC on October 19, 

2018. Further confirmation on this matter was received from the PUC by email on 

September 16, 2019. The letter and email are included in Appendix B8. 
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Waste Connections will continue to regular communication with Chatham-Kent PUC to monitor 

the capacity of Blenheim Wastewater Treatment Lagoons.  

8.8.6.2 Traffic 

Waste Connections received a variety of traffic-related feedback at the Evaluation Criteria 

Workshop and Open House #1 and #2. Following the workshop and Open House #1, Waste 

Connections met with Chatham-Kent departments, including waste services, transportation 

services and the public utilities commission, to discuss community concerns related to traffic 

safety and road improvements. Since these meetings Chatham-Kent has added new signs to the 

haul route to help ensure that drivers stay on the right path; Waste Connections ran an education 

blitz to the drivers and the companies that use the Ridge to remind them to follow the signs; and 

Council recently approved repairs to Drury Line using the Ridge Landfill’s Roads Maintenance 

Fund and these upgrades will occur this year.  

 

Waste Connections will continue to work with Chatham-Kent on road related issues associated 

with the designated haul route. As part of this commitment, Waste Connections will continue to 

educate new drivers on protocols for the use of the designated haul route. Waste Connections 

makes a substantial annual monetary contribution to the municipality to maintain the condition 

of the haul route which will continue through the proposed expansion period. 

8.8.6.3 Planning Application 

The EA team has been in communication with Municipal planning staff regarding the Official Plan 

Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment following the approval of the EA. Municipal planning 

staff requested Waste Connections to consolidate the zoning of the site as part of their 

application. In response, Waste Connections planning application includes the rezoning of 

multiple land parcels into a consolidated parcel designated “Landfill” (LF) zone. Waste 

Connections is committed to continue to engage the Municipality of Chatham-Kent to ensure 

that the requirements of the Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments are satisfactorily met. 

8.8.6.4 Drainage Act 

Based on discussion with the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, an approval under the Municipal 

Drainage Act221 will be required for the relocation of the Howard Drain as part of the proposed 

expansion. The application will be through the Municipality of Chatham-Kent’s Drainage 

Superintendent and supported through a Drainage Report. The application and approval are not 

required until closer to the actual time of relocating the drain. 

 
221 Government of Ontario (1990d). Drainage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. D.17. Available at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90d17 
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8.8.6.5 Diversion 

Waste management education is a priority of Chatham-Kent. Waste Connections will partner 

with the Municipality to implement suitable educational programs. Further information on 

Diversion is contained in Section 9.0 of this EA. 

 

Communication with the Municipality of Chatham-Kent is included in Appendix B8.  

8.8.7 Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport  

Waste Connections met with the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport Manager on March 21, 2018 

and February 8, 2019. The existing Ridge Landfill site is within 800 m of the airport and the two (2) 

facilities have co-existed for over 25 years. The main concern associated with the airport relates 

to birds and nuisance wildlife that could come into contact with aircraft.  

 

Waste Connections routinely communicates with airport management to report all wildlife 

sightings as well as bird strikes as required, defined by and reported to Transport Canada. Waste 

Connections is committed to wildlife management at the Ridge Landfill and will continue to 

monitor the airport frequency to ensure that wildlife control does not create a greater risk to 

aircraft arriving or departing from the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport and exchange wildlife 

information with the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport. 

 

If the landfill expansion is approved, discussions with airport management will continue during 

operation. As part of these discussions, Waste Connections’ will continue the integrated and 

collaborative approach to bird/wildlife management with airport management, which includes 

sharing of wildlife information. In addition, Waste Connections will reimburse or supply the 

Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport with pyrotechnics for wildlife control at the Airport. 

Communication with the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport is included in Appendix B8.  
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Table 8-14: Overview of Meetings between the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport and Waste 
Connections 

Meeting Purpose 

Presentation at 

Airport’s AGM  

March 21, 2018 

Waste Connections attended at the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport on 

March 21, 2018 for the Airport’s General Annual Meeting. Waste Connections’ 

Project Manager delivered a presentation on the EA process. The group in attendance 

represented the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, airport managers and pilots. Follow 

up discussion focused on bird control, groundwater, landfill gas, and the general 

functioning of the landfill (e.g., where does the waste come from?). 

Meeting  

February 8, 2019 

Waste Connections met with staff from the Chatham-Kent Municipal Airport on 

February 8th, 2019 at the Chatham-Kent Airport. The purpose of the meeting was to 

discuss Bird Hazards to Aviation Safety for the Ridge Landfill EA. At the meeting, 

airport staff indicated that the airport wildlife management program is working in 

conjunction with the landfill bird management program. Airport staff noted that 

continued collaboration between Waste Connections and the Airport will help 

towards maintaining a safe take-off and landing environment with respect to bird 

hazards to aviation safety. 

8.8.8 Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority 

Over the course of the EA, Waste Connections has been in communication with the Lower 

Thames Valley Conservation Authority (LTVCA) to discuss woodlot compensation as part of the 

proposed Ridge Landfill expansion.  

 

Staff from Waste Connections met with LTVCA staff on 

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at the proposed replacement 

planting site on Erieau Road to discuss the method of tree 

restoration. The topics of naturalizing the existing berms 

that are currently landscaped along Charing Cross Road, as 

well as proposed berms to be constructed following 

approvals of the landfill expansion were also discussed. In email communication dated April 10, 

2018, October 3, 2018, and December 5, 2018 as well as telephone conversations in between, 

plans were developed for tree planting.  

 

In October 2018, Waste Connections met with the COTTFN regarding planting some of the trees 

on COTTFN land. On December 5, 2018 Waste Connections communicated to the LTVCA that 

3,000 trees would be planted on COTTFN land with the remaining 8,000 trees planted at 20111 

Erieau Road across the road from the Ridge Landfill. 

Staff from Waste 
Connection met with the 

LTVCA on March 6, 2018 to 
discuss tree restoration at 

20111 Erieau Road.  



 
 

Waste Connections of Canada 
Ridge Landfill Environmental Assessment Report  

 

685 

 

Waste Connections will continue to communicate with the LTVCA on the joint tree planting 

initiative scheduled to take place in 2020. Communication with the LTCVA is included in 

Appendix B8. 

8.9 Review of the Draft Environmental Assessment 

8.9.1 Notification 

The draft EA Report was made available for review from July 23, 2019 and ending on 

September 6, 2019, with comments requested at the end of the 45-day review period. The draft 

EA Report was made available to agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, the 

public and other interested stakeholders to provide feedback on the proposed expansion of the 

Ridge Landfill.  

 

As stated in Section 8.5.1, the notice was posted in four (4) local newspapers. The notice and an 

accompanying letter was also hand-delivered to residents on-site and mailed to residents and 

businesses within 1 km and along the haul route as well as all other stakeholders on the contact 

list. A letter with the notice was also mailed to Indigenous Communities and Organizations. In 

addition to the letter, John Beaucage contacted Indigenous Communities and Organizations by 

email on July 10, 2019. The purpose of the email was to ask the communities how they may wish 

to receive the draft EA and supporting documents. 222  All Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations were sent a CD version of the documentation. The Oneida Nation of the Thames 

responded by email on July 10, 2019. The email included a letter in which the community 

requested that the information be sent through email or USB format. As the information was too 

large to send by e-mail, a USB format of the draft EA and supporting documents was sent to the 

community by mail on July 22, 2019.  

8.9.2 Viewing Locations 

The draft EA was made available at the following publicly accessible locations to allow local 

municipalities, the general public, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other 

interested stakeholders the opportunity to review and comment on the document. 

• MECP, Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch, Toronto 

• MECP, Winsor Area Office; 

• Chatham Branch of the Chatham-Kent Public Library;  

 
222 Note: The options provide to the Indigenous Communities and Organizations included the following: Electronic copy of full 
draft EA, hard copy of main EA Report and electronic copy of Appendices and Supporting Documentation; hard copy of full draft 
EA; or no copy as full draft EA was made available at www.ridgelandfill.com.  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/
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• Blenheim Branch of the Chatham-Kent Public Library; 

• Municipality of Chatham-Kent Civic Centre; and 

• The Ridge Landfill. 

 

The draft EA and supporting documents were also posted on the “Future Plans” section of the 

landfill website. Visitors to the website were encouraged to contact the Waste Connections’ 

Project Manager or complete the form on the “Contact Us” page if they had any questions or 

comments. Between July 23, 2019 and September 6, 2019 there were 127 visits to the website, 

30 of which were revisits. 

8.9.3 Comments on Draft EA 

Comments on the draft EA were received from the MECP and the Walpole Island First Nation. No 

comments were received from the public, other stakeholders or Indigenous Communities and 

Organizations. A Comment and Response Table is provided in Appendix B9.  

8.9.3.1 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

On August 20, 2019 the MECP provided comments on the surface water and hydrogeological 

work completed for the draft EA. The MECP requested additional explanations and clarification 

for some of the technical information and the proposed monitoring programs presented in the 

surface water and hydrogeological impact assessments. In response to the MECP’s comments 

Waste Connections included more comprehensive explanations, justifications, and figures to 

illustrate some of the technical information pertaining to surface water and hydrogeology in the 

draft EA and supporting documents. 

 

On September 5, 2019 the MECP provided comments on the draft EA from the Environmental 

Assessment and Permissions Branch (Special Project Officer, Senior Waste Engineer, and Senior 

Wastewater Engineer), the Southwest Region Technical Support Section (Environmental Planner 

and Air Quality Analyst) and the Sarnia District Office.  

 

Overall, the MECP’s comments focused on the organization and level of detail of the main draft 

EA. The MECP noted that the level of detail should be improved to support the conclusions in the 

evaluation of alternative methods and the impact assessment for the preferred alternative. To 

further support the selection of the preferred alternative, the MECP suggested to incorporate 

the information in the attachments and technical appendices as part of the main draft EA Report. 

Waste Connections held four (4) conference calls with the MECP to discuss comments on the 

draft EA. 
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On September 13, 2019 the EA team held a conference call with the MECP’s Project Officer to 

discuss the level of detail to be included in the main body of the draft EA. The EA team held 

another conference call on the same day with the MECP’s Project Officer and Air Quality Analyst. 

The call focused on the review of the methodology for the atmospheric and climate change 

components for the draft EA. The MECP commented that clarification regarding the proposed 

methodology for the atmospheric and climate change work is required, such as incorporating 

more quantitative responses in justifying the preferred alternative. Further conference calls took 

place with the MECP on September 18, 2019 to discuss comments on diversion and on 

September 20, 2019 to discuss comments on design and operations. 

 

Following the discussion on the atmospheric and climate change work, the EA team provided a 

technical memo to the MECP on September 17, 2019 by email. The memo described the EA 

team’s proposed approach to address the Ministry’s comments on the Atmospheric and Climate 

Change Impact Assessments. On September 27, 2019, Waste Connections submitted an 

addendum to the revised approach to the Atmospheric and Climate Change Impact Assessments 

for the MECP’s review. The MECP provided follow-up comments on the addendum on 

October 3, 2019 by email, requesting further clarification on the air modelling. 

 

Based on the comments from the MECP, a more in-depth description of the existing environment 

potentially effected, details on the proposed mitigation measures, consultation, and technical 

justification on the design and monitoring decisions was added throughout the main draft EA 

Report and the applicable technical discipline appendices (atmospheric, climate change, 

hydrogeology, surface water, design and operations). Further detail was also added on the 

legislation and policies related to resource recovery in Ontario and how they apply to the 

proposed Ridge Landfill expansion, including organic waste diversion, within the main draft EA. 

A Comment and Response Table with the MECP’s comments on the draft EA and Waste 

Connections’ responses is included in Appendix B9. 

8.9.3.2 Walpole Island First Nation 

Neegan Burnside, on behalf of WIFN, provided comments on the draft EA and supporting 

documents on September 19, 2019. Overall, WIFN noted that the EA included a comprehensive 

and well-laid out assessment of impacts associated with the proposed landfill expansion. Similar 

to the comments submitted by the MECP, WIFN’s comments focused on the level of detail 

provided to explain some of the technical components of the draft EA. Specific comments were 

provided on consultation, agriculture, atmospheric, climate change, bird hazards to aviation 

safety, biology, design and operations, hydrogeology, noise, socio-economic, and transportation. 
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At the time of the review, WIFN did not have specific comments on the Surface Water Impact 

Assessment, Visual Impact Assessment and Diversion Options Report. 

 

WIFN has concerns with the overall stewardship of lands within their traditional and treaty 

territories. It was noted that landfills emit a significant quantity of GHGs. WIFN suggested that it 

may be helpful to provide further justification for the project overall. In response to WIFN 

comments, Waste Connections provided comments and incorporated feedback as appropriate. 

A Comment and Response Table with WIFN’s comments on the draft EA and Waste Connections’ 

responses is included in Appendix B9. 
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