
Progressive Waste Solutions is pleased to provide you 
with the second edition of The Ridge – our community 
newsletter. Progressive Waste is committed to keeping 
its immediate neighbours, residents of Charing Cross, 
Cedar Springs and Blenheim, and the broader Chatham- 
Kent community informed about the landfill facility and 
its involvement in the community.

In this newsletter, you can learn about the status of our 
ongoing landfill operations and the proposed landfill 
expansion, as well as our commitment to contributing 
to the vitality of our neighbouring communities.
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On November 18, 2016, Progressive Waste Solutions submitted its final 
Terms of Reference (ToR) to the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 
(MOECC) for their approval to proceed with an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
of our proposed expansion of the Ridge Landfill. The final ToR can be viewed 
on our website: www.ridgelandfill.com.

An extensive consultation program was 
undertaken by Progressive Waste Solutions 
for the development of the ToR that began 
on May 3, 2016 with an open house at St. 
Mary’s Hall in Blenheim. A total of 60 peo-
ple attended the session. A draft ToR was 
prepared and released for a 30-day comment 
period beginning on June 28, 2016 along 
with a second open house held on the same 
date at St. Mary’s Hall which was attended by 
34 people. Progressive Waste also met with 
numerous community based organizations, government agencies and indige-
nous communities to discuss the ToR and gather valuable input. 

Following approval of the ToR by the MOECC, Progressive Waste will be under-
taking an EA in 2017 which will look at different ways to develop the expanded 
facility, the potential for environmental effects and how those effects could be 
mitigated. During the EA, we will be consulting with our neighbours, residents 
and businesses in Charing Cross, Cedar Springs, Blenheim and the broader 
community of Chatham-Kent to discuss the project and understand any issues 
through a transparent process.

Our Future Plans

In October of this year, the Ridge Landfill began a hydrogeological drilling program at 
the site. The drilling is part of pre-Environment Assessment field work to confirm existing 
environmental conditions. Drilling has occurred on buffer lands adjacent to the landfill 
operation and that involved six wells: one on Erieau Road; three along Allison Line; and, 
two along Charing Cross Road. The drilling program also included the installation of an 
additional six leachate quality testing wells on-site. The program should be completed 
before the end of the year. The results of the drilling program will be part of the EA 
consultation process expected to begin in 2017.

In 2017, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) plans to close the interchange at Highways 
401 and 40 to demolish and create a new bridge which is part of the haul route to the 
landfill. This work is scheduled to commence in early 2017 for a period of about eight 
months. While the building of a new bridge at this location is needed, it will force traffic 
to the landfill to use a temporary haul route.

The MTO has identified 
the temporary haul route 
which will begin at the 
interchange of Highway 401 
and Bloomfield Road. Trucks 
will be directed to go south 
on Bloomfield Road, then east 
along Middle Line and south 
on Erieau Road. Temporary 
traffic signals are being 
installed at Charing Cross 
Road and Middle Line  
to better manage traffic. 

Progressive Waste Solutions has reached out to the MTO and Municipality of Chatham-
Kent to highlight its concerns about truck traffic along the temporary haul route. 
Progressive Waste Solutions will be advising trucking companies using its landfill about 
their strict adherence to the temporary haul route and will work with local officials to 
monitor truck traffic to and from the Ridge Landfill.

Landfill Operations

We know that people will have 
questions and will want to 
know that the environment, the 
enjoyment of their property and 
local businesses and agricultural 
activities will be protected.”

– Cathy Smith, Project Manager for the 
Ridge Landfill Expansion Project
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In 2017, the Charing Cross girls and boys fastball teams will be playing on a new 
and improved field courtesy of the Ridge Landfill Trust. The Trust provided between 
$10–12,000 for major improvements to the baseball diamond that included a new 
infield surface that was installed this past month and a new perimeter fence will go 
up in the spring. Last summer, the Trust Fund financed the purchase and installation 
of five memorial benches at the ball diamond to honour the memory of five former 
Charing Cross players. The Trust Fund also paid for the new lights a few years earlier. 
With close to 200 players and 15 teams last year, the baseball field is a much-used 
recreational facility in the community.

To celebrate National Waste Reduction Week, Progressive Waste Solutions and the 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent partnered to host two events to provide free recycling 
boxes and a reusable bag to residents with curbside collection. A total of 4,738 
recycling boxes were handed out which equates to approximately 2,369 households 
receiving new larger recycling bins for recyclables. “We are pleased to be a partner 
with the Municipality of Chatham-Kent and promoting the diversion of recyclables 
from disposal. These materials are an integral part of Ontario’s burgeoning circular 
economy whereby they can be transformed into new products,” said Cathy Smith, 
Project Manager for the Ridge Landfill Expansion Project.

The Ridge Landfill contributes approximately 
$13 million directly and indirectly to the local 
community on an annual basis. Of those monies, 
the Ridge contributed approximately $1.1 
million in 2015 to the Ridge Landfill Trust based 
on the volume of waste the landfill received 
that year. These monies are then allocated by a 
group of community leaders to organizations for 
projects that benefit the local community.

The Ridge Landfill Trust has provided close to $1 million for the building of the new Seniors 
Centre facility which now boasts a membership of over 600 persons – a 100% increase in 2016 
alone. On October 15, over 300 people attended the official opening of the new Blenheim 
Seniors Centre. Progressive Waste Solutions and members of the Trust were joined by local 
officials including Ward 2 Councilors Trevor Thompson and Karen Herman. 

The turnout exceeded our 
expectations and reminded us 
that we need to do more to 
promote waste diversion at the 
curb to improve our current blue 
box diversion rate and meet 
future targets.”

Community Partnerships
We’re very proud that funding 
the Ridge Landfill provides to the 
Landfill Trust continues to make 
important contributions to the 
vitality of the community.”
– Tim Kozlof, District Manager for the Ridge 

– Rick Kucera, Manager of Waste  
and Recycling Services for the  
Municipality of Chatham-Kent

Julie MacDonald, front left, of the Ridge Landfill 
Community Trust, along with Marg and Harvey Jenner of 

the Charing Cross Ball program along with Marco-Clay 
contractors: Aviv Septon, Colin Logan, Wally Brubacher 

and Thomas Corniel. (Source: Blenheim News Tribune)

Recycling boxes and the reusable bags were 
given away at the Harwich Transfer Station.

Taking part in the opening of the Seniors Centre were M.P. Dave VanKesteren, M.P.P. Rick Nicholls, 
Centre President, Mrs. Gaele Mifflin, Mayor Randy Hope and Tim Kozlof of the Ridge Landfill. 
(Source: Blenheim News Tribune)

For more information about the Ridge Landfill,  
please visit: www.ridgelandfill.com


