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Open House #2 Overview
The purpose of this report is to summarize the results of the Ridge Landﬁll Environmental
Assessment (EA) Open House #2 which was held on December 6th, 2018. Close to one hundred
invita ons were sent to neighbours of the landﬁll within 1 km and along the designated haul
route. The updated project contact list included the local MPP and elected councillors,
Indigenous Communi es, regulatory agencies, the Landﬁll Liaison Commi ee and Community
Trust, stakeholders and adjacent Municipali es. As well, adver sements were placed in four (4)
local newspapers for two (2) consecu ve weeks. A total of 38 people a ended. Six (6) wri en
comment sheets were submi ed for considera on.
The Open House event used a drop-in style format which permi ed a endees to review
material at their own pace. Material consisted of a series of 25 presenta on panels, including
background informa on; highlights of the Chatham-Kent municipal planning process as it
relates to the EA; illustra ons of the alterna ve methods for future development of the site as
well as future leachate management and landﬁll gas management op ons and their
evalua ons; iden ﬁca on of the preferred alterna ves; exis ng condi ons by discipline; and
waste diversion op ons being studied. A endees were able to view the panels, ask ques ons of
Waste Connec ons staﬀ and the EA Team and discuss their concerns. Large satellite photos of
the site and surrounding areas including the haul route were available on tables for discussion
purposes.

Overview of Feedback on the Preferred
Alternatives
General feedback from site neighbours indicated that they appreciated being included in
con nued discussions during the EA process, and valued the willingness to consider their
sugges ons. There were discussions on odour, blowing li er impacts, and groundwater with
par cipants expressing that these need to be considered in the EA studies associated with the
preferred site development alterna ve. Posi ve feedback was received by some area residents
who were generally “pleased with the eﬀorts the Ridge Landﬁll has been making with the
collec on of leachate, methane and li er collec on.”
An overview of the alterna ve site development op ons, alterna ve leachate treatment
methods, and alterna ve landﬁll gas management methods were illustrated on presenta on
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panels. Residents voiced their approval and support for the preferred alterna ves selected,
and were glad to see that landﬁll mining was no longer being considered, i.e. that their voice
had been heard regarding their concerns about the poten al of increased odour, dust and noise
by landﬁll mining.
As in previous consulta on sessions, con nued management of odour, blowing li er, and truck
traﬃc impacts were heard as concerns by the EA Team and Waste Connec ons staﬀ. Various
ideas on how to vegetate exis ng berms were also discussed.
Residen al groundwater well issues were raised by some residents on Middle Line who
indicated poten al future concerns with water quality. Residents also indicated a desire for a
municipal water line to be installed along Middle Line. Waste Connec ons indicated they
would contact the Chatham-Kent Public U li es Commission to determine the municipality’s
plans for servicing this area.
Par cipa ng neighbours indicated that air quality (odour in par cular), groundwater and traﬃc
were of greatest importance with respect to future opera on of the Ridge Landﬁll; similar to
the results from the previous open house and workshop.

Overview of Feedback on the Diversion of
Waste
As part of the Open House on December 6th, feedback was sought from par cipa ng
neighbours about poten al diversion opportuni es that Waste Connec ons could consider at
the Ridge. Par cipants noted that the exis ng depots located at eight (8) transfer sta ons in
Chatham-Kent should be considered as a loca on for addi onal materials and mes, as people
are accustomed to using these loca ons to drop things oﬀ.
As part of considera on of opportuni es to enhance waste diversion, Waste Connec ons will
be looking at ways to partner with the Municipality of Chatham-Kent. To this end, par cipants
were asked what they like or dislike about the current diversion programs in Chatham-Kent.
Support for increased recycling and organics collec on in Chatham-Kent community was voiced by
a endees.
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A endees were generally not suppor ve of an on-site processing facility or drop-oﬀ depot at
Ridge Landﬁll, as it had poten al to bring more traﬃc to the site, and cause addi onal odour,
dust and noise.

Comments and Questions
Throughout the open house, the project team heard a number of ques ons and comments
about the ac vi es and project in general. These ques ons and comments were noted through
both verbal discussions, and submi ed comment forms. Addi onal wri en submissions may be
forthcoming, as some a endees chose to take home blank feedback forms to mail-in their
comments at a later me.
A lis ng of comments and ques ons received is presented in the table below:
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Comments
Thank you for doing the Open Houses. We live
close by, good to know this. We learn
something each me we come! (wri en)
Water is a major concern in our lives. We live
within 2 km of the dump (no municipal water)
and always have a worry that our groundwater
is/will be aﬀected. Please revisit the idea of
ﬁnishing the waterline between Charing Cross
and Blenheim. Let’s be proac ve. (wri en)

a)

I’d like to see an expanded compensa on
package for neighbours not on the truck
route. I s ll smell dump occasionally and
see/hear truck traﬃc.
b) I also think the landﬁll could contribute to
the waterline on Middle Line for peace of
mind. (wri en)
Concern of water in future, we are on well
water and see a lot of gases in sample. It will
light on ﬁre in glass. I live on Middle Line. My
neighbour would also like to see the water line
extended someday. (wri en)

Response
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the
posi ve response to the open house and the
material presented.
The Municipality of Chatham-Kent has been
informed of the interest by some residents
for water line on Middle Road.
The horizontal ﬂow of groundwater in the
aquifer below the landﬁll has been
determined to be predominantly southsoutheast toward Lake Erie and not northnortheast in the direc on of Middle Line.
Waste Connec ons will be reviewing
compensa on packages in parallel to the EA
process.
The Municipality of Chatham-Kent has been
informed of the interest by some residents
for a water line on Middle Road.
The decomposi on process at the Ridge
landﬁll produces methane gas which is
collected through a series of gas wells and
then ﬂared. Landﬁll gas within a waste
mound will seek the easiest path of release
which is through the gas wells. As such,
landﬁll gas migrates ver cally through the
mound not horizontally oﬀ-site.
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The ﬂammable gas that the resident
reported in his well may be naturally
occurring as natural gas deposits are known
to occur throughout southwestern Ontario.
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A drop-oﬀ depot is good but would be be er
elsewhere (not at the Ridge Landﬁll). (verbal)
Would the weight of the expansion on the old
landﬁll push chemicals into the groundwater?
(verbal)

Oppose an on-site leachate treatment plant;
don’t want discharge to water. (verbal)
Support Site Development Alterna ve 1 and
saving the woodlot. Don’t want landﬁll mining.
(verbal)
Would like more opportunity for HHW in
Chatham-Kent. (verbal)

10

Landﬁll is run well. Waste Connec ons does a
good job. (verbal)

11

Odours are not common and if they happen,
they are gone by mid-day. (verbal)
There has been lots of buying and selling of
property in the area which suggests that
property values are not impacted by the
landﬁll. (verbal)
Odour is a concern for many residents. (verbal)

12

13

14

Berms – would like to see lots of trees and let
grass grow. (verbal)

The Municipality of Chatham-Kent has been
informed of the issues and the interest by
some residents for a water line on Middle
Road.
Waste Connec on acknowledges the input
from its neighbour.
The weight of the waste was one of the
factors used in the calcula on that
determined that the expansion would not
impact groundwater under the landﬁll.
Calcula ons and modelling have conﬁrmed
that contaminants will not have an eﬀect on
the groundwater table below the landﬁll for
any of the design op ons.
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the input
of residents.
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the
residents’ support for the preferred
alterna ve.
The desire for more opportunity for HHW
has been passed on to the Municipality of
Chatham-Kent.
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the
posi ve comment and is apprecia ve of
community support.
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the
residents’ comments with respect to odours.
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the
comments oﬀered by residents.

Odour is recognized by Waste Connec ons
as an occasional nuisance eﬀect. Odour
control is addressed following detec on.
Waste Connec on acknowledges the input of
residents regarding the landﬁll development
plan and will consider it during the design of
the expansion.
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Is well on empty property s ll being
monitored? (verbal)

16

Would like to see more diversion. (verbal)

17

We’ve been pleased with the eﬀorts the Ridge
Landﬁll has been making with the collec on of
leachate, methane and li er collec on. CK
needs more recycling provided especially wet
waste collec on. (wri en)
Why can’t Allison Line be upgraded with tar and
chip?

18

Waste Connec ons monitors a number of
private wells. Residents should contact
Waste Connec ons staﬀ directly to inquire
about speciﬁc monitoring.
Waste Connec ons acknowledges the
comment regarding diversion of waste.
The interest in more recycling and wet waste
collec on has been discussed with the
Municipality of Chatham-Kent.

The means by which Allison Line can be
upgraded can be found in the link to
Chatham-Kent’s Road Upgrade Policy at
h ps://www.chathamkent.ca/residents/maintenance/roadupgrade-policy
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