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Summer 2021

Cutting Out 
Contamination
El Dorado County residents are great at recycling, but did you know 
contamination can ruin an entire truckload of recycling? When items 
that don’t belong in our recycling bins end up inside collection trucks, 
they can ruin otherwise recyclable items and damage equipment at the 
Material Recovery Facility. Whether collecting recycling as a part of a 
business or from your own home, we all need to do our part to reduce 
contamination and keep recycling clean.
Businesses
Tired of finding 
trash that’s not yours 
around and inside your 
business’s bins? The 
largest contamination 
issue for businesses 
is illegal dumping. If 
possible, lock your 
bins in an enclosure to 
keep illegal dumping 
out. El Dorado 
Disposal will fabricate 
a lock bar for your bin 
for a monthly fee.
Residents
After a night of takeout, do you toss 
plastic food bags and Styrofoam 
containers in the recycling? Please 
don’t! Most of the contamination in 
residential carts comes from plastic 
bags and Styrofoam. While plastic 
bags can be recycled at stores with 
drop-off locations, Styrofoam belongs 
in your trash cart. Plastic should 
also be kept out of yard waste carts. 
Instead, use compostable paper bags 
or no bag at all.
Questions? Call customer service at 
530-626-4141 or visit eldoradodisposal.com.

Defensible Space Program
With fire season upon us, 
we are working with local 
fire safety councils and 
homeowners’ associations, 
as well as road 
management groups and 
other entities, to participate 
in our community 
vegetation defensible space 
program. These groups 
can request the vegetation-
only roll-off dumpsters at 
a reduced rate. Interested? 
Call 530-626-4141. 

Commercial Organic Waste Update 
Is your business affected?
Under Assembly Bill 1826, California businesses and multi-family properties are required to reduce 
the amount of organics sent to landfills. Organics include both food scraps and yard debris. Changes to 
the waste threshold last year mean your business likely needs to comply with this bill.

Previously, AB 1826 required organics recycling for businesses generating 4 or more cubic yards 
of solid waste. However, that requirement is 
now 2 or more cubic yards of solid waste (trash, 
recyclables, and organics) per week for businesses 
and multi-family properties with five or more units 
that generate the same amount of waste. At this 
time, multi-family properties are only required to 
recycle yard debris and do not have to recycle food 
waste. 

Not sure if your business needs to comply? 
Need to set up an organics collection program for 
your business? Interested in free posters, collection 
buckets, training, and technical assistance? 
Please email El Dorado Disposal’s Education and 
Outreach Coordinator Kristina Noble at  

Kristinan@wasteconnections.com. For up-to-date information and requirements about organics 
recycling, visit calrecycle.ca.gov/Recycle/Commercial/Organics.
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El Dorado COVID-19 Updates
We thank you for your patience and understanding as we make changes and adjustments to our 
services and centers during this time.

With El Dorado Disposal’s main office closed to the public, we ask that residents set up online 
bill pay at eldoradodisposal.com, call 530-626-4141 to make payments over the phone, or leave 
payments in the drop box outside of our office at 580 Truck St., Placerville.

At this time, all centers are open and operating at regular hours:
• H HW Facility: operating regular hours
• Buy Back Centers: operating regular hours. Please note, when the temperature reaches  

100 °F, all Buy Back Centers close for the safety of our employees.
• Material Recovery Facility: operating regular hours. We respectfully ask all customers to 

practice safe distancing when interacting with any of our employees.
For the most current updates, visit our website, eldoradodisposal.com, or follow us on 

Facebook and Instagram @eldoradodisposal.

Recycling Update
As of January 1, 2021, El Dorado Disposal is unable to accept pressure-treated wood due to changes in state law (Assembly Bill 1353). We hope to accept this wood again in 
the coming months. Call 530-626-4141 for up-to-date information.

5 Tips to Reduce Your Waste
Curious about how to reduce waste throughout your day? 
Sometimes a simple switch is all it takes! Try one — or all 
— of our tips below and see how much less you throw away. 
Have your own tips? Join the conversation on our Facebook 
page, facebook.com/ED.Disposal.

1. Use a reusable bag. When shopping, switching to 
reusable bags keeps plastic bags out of the landfill.

2. Switch to metal or bamboo straws. Instead of using 
plastic, single-use straws, choose reusable straws. Some 
even come in travel sizes so you can bring them with you 
to restaurants and drive-thru lanes.

3. Keep bar soap by the sink. Liquid soap requires a lot 
of plastic packaging. Switch to bar soap, preferably in 
recyclable or compostable packaging. Prefer liquid soap? 
Reuse your current pump bottle and fill it with refill 
packets instead of purchasing a new bottle each time.

4. Bake with silicon mats. Instead of single-use foil, wax, 
or parchment paper, buy silicon mats for your baking 
sheets. You can also look for parchment paper brands that 
offer a reusable, compostable version, such as Reynolds. 

5. Wrap with beeswax. Instead of plastic wrap, use 
beeswax food wrappers to keep food fresh. When these 
wrappers have reached the end of their life, you can 
compost them, unlike plastic wrap which goes in the 
trash.
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Our Spring Scrapbook
As we start to move back to in-person events, we were excited to see so many of you this spring at the 
Share + Be Aware and Kids Expo events! We look forward to seeing you more as health and safety 
guidelines continue to adjust. Enjoy this “scrapbook” recapping our recent events — with a few to come.

In March, we attended El Dorado Community Services 
District’s Share + Be Aware trail etiquette and safety 
awareness event. We handed out water bottles to keep 
hikers and bikers on the Stephen Harries Park trail 
hydrated and joined other community organizations to 
promote trail safety. 

Thank you to everyone who 
joined us at the Kids Expo 

Drive-Thru event in May! 
This was the first drive-thru 

Kids Expo, and each vendor 
offered a take-home activity. 
El Dorado Disposal gave out 

DIY Seed Paper Kits, with 
a native wildflower mix, to 

attract beneficial pollinators. 
All supplies were provided 

in recyclable packaging 
(paper envelopes), and 

shredded paper from our 
office was reused for the 

fiber needed to produce the 
seed paper.

We’re excited to bring back our Community Clean-Up Days this year, and already 
have held three successful events. Residents took advantage of these nearby 
events to drop off a variety of items. Our first event in El Dorado Hills collected 
39 tons of debris, and the second in Pollock Pines removed 62.5 tons of debris, 
including 10.5 tons of recyclable materials. That’s a lot of recovered material! A 
third event was held in Placerville on June 26. 
Watch for updates about materials to be accepted and dates of fall events in  
El Dorado Hills, Cameron Park, Placerville, Camino, and Pollock Pines.

Concert in the Park Recycling
Are you looking forward to attending El Dorado Hills 
Community Services District’s summer Concert in the Park 
series during July and August? As you bring food and drinks 
to the events, make sure to recycle properly. El Dorado 
Disposal will provide recycling bins for this event. Do your 
part to keep our communities clean!
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Have a Green Thumb? 
Compost!
This summer you may find yourself in the yard more, tending to plants, cutting 
the grass, or landscaping. If you have a green thumb, make your yard work even 
greener by properly disposing of your yard waste.

If you’re already in your yard, try composting! Composting is a fun activity 
that can get the whole family outside to practice science, learn more about your 
backyard’s critters, and create nutrient-rich compost for your plants. El Dorado 
Disposal offers composting classes upon request. Email Education and Outreach 
Coordinator Kristina Noble at Kristinan@wasteconnections.com for more 
information. You can also visit calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/homecompost to learn 
more about composting.

You can deliver green waste to two drop-off locations. The Material 
Recovery Facility will accept yard/green waste seven days a week from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. for a fee. The El Dorado Hills Buy Back center at 4421 Latrobe Road 
accepts yard waste from El Dorado Hills residents. There is a maximum of 2 
cubic yards per day.  

Plastic Recycling 411
With so many types of plastics available, do you know which ones you can 
recycle? From bottles to jugs to containers to bags, it can be hard to determine 
whether an item belongs in your recycling bin or not.

All of El Dorado Disposal’s programs keep it easy — we accept plastic tubs, 
cups, bottles, and jugs. El Dorado Disposal does not separate plastic items by 
the number located in the center of the chasing-arrows symbol found on most 
products, meaning you don’t have to worry about what number an item has as 
long as it is a bottle, jug, cup, or tub. 

We ask that all recyclable items be placed in carts or bins free and loose, 
without bags. Plastic bags are considered contamination and can get stuck in 
recycle sorting machinery — do not put them into your recycling container. 
Please bring these bags to a retail drop-off location, such as Target or Safeway in 
Placerville. 

Have a question about a plastic item? Use our Waste Wizard to determine 
where it belongs at eldoradodisposal.com/schedules. 

Credit: nixoncreative | iStock | Getty Images Plus
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El Dorado County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection events at Fire Station 86 have been canceled until further notice. Instead, the El Dorado County Environmental Management 
Department will be holding temporary, monthly HHW collection events at various locations in the county. You must schedule an appointment to participate in one of these 
HHW events. To make an appointment, email hhw@edcgov.us or call 530-621-5300. All normal limits apply (no more than 15 gallons or 125 gallons per household, and no 
more than 10 fluorescent bulbs per household). Please do not mix wastes together — keep all items in their original, labeled containers. No business waste and no out-of-
county waste will be accepted. At the appointment, you must provide proof of county residency.

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/homecompost
https://www.eldoradodisposal.com/schedules


Page 5 Summer 2021

SB 1383 Will Bring Expanded Organics Recycling Programs
Senate Bill (SB) 1383 establishes a goal of reducing the volume of organic waste disposed in California 
landfills by 75% by 2025. The law covers a wide range of organic products, including lawn and landscaping 
debris, wood and lumber, food, food-soiled paper, and other paper and cardboard products. Currently, two-
thirds of this material is landfilled. As these items break down in landfills, they create methane, a powerful 
greenhouse gas which the state of California has identified as a factor in climate change. By recycling 
more paper products and turning food scraps and yard waste into compost or renewable natural gas, we can 
dramatically reduce methane emissions.

In addition, SB 1383 establishes a goal of increasing edible food recovery by 20% by 2025. The 
regulations specify that certain food-related businesses must donate the maximum amount of edible food 
they would otherwise dispose to food recovery organizations. Mandated food donors fall into two tiers, with 
the larger food providers, such as wholesale food vendors and supermarkets, affected first. These Tier 1 
food businesses will need to have donation programs in place by January 1, 2022.

El Dorado Disposal is planning for programs that will help residents and businesses meet the goals of 
SB 1383. Watch for more details this fall. In the meantime, follow these simple tips:
•  Recycle all clean, dry paper and cardboard products in your recycling cart or bin.
• Keep lawn and landscaping debris separate from trash and recyclables and place this clean, green 

material into your green waste cart or drop it off at an El Dorado Disposal facility.
• If you operate a business or manage a multi-family property, ensure that you have both recycling and 

yard waste collection services in place. (Many businesses are also required to collect food scraps for 
organics recycling, so you may need a food scraps bin, as well.)

• Donate edible food to food pantries and other food rescue agencies to feed the hungry rather than tossing 
it into the trash.

Waste Not, Want Not
As we work together to reduce, reuse, and recycle as much as possible, it’s important to 
reduce the amount of food we waste at home. According to ReFED, food waste makes up 
roughly 22% of all landfill volume, making it the single largest category of municipal solid 
waste in America. The EPA found that wasted food is also one of the least recycled waste 
streams, with an average national recycling rate of 5.3%.

Here are a few tips that can help reduce food waste and keep it out of landfills:
• Store food properly. Do you know which fruits go in the refrigerator and which can 

last on the counter? Are your onions and potatoes stored separately from each other? 
How you store your food affects how long it lasts, so you want to make sure produce is 
stored correctly to help extend its life. To learn how to best store any type of food, visit 
savethefood.com/storage and select the food category you want to learn more about.

• Make meal prep more exciting. Are you tired of making and eating the same meals? 
Shop your pantry, fridge, and freezer for items that have been forgotten and then 
search for new recipes to match what you have on hand. Simply search online for 
the ingredients plus “recipe” and you may be pleasantly surprised with a new family 
favorite.

• Cook with scraps. Using up all of the food you have stretches your grocery shopping 
dollars and reduces your food waste. Search online for “cooking with scraps” for 
creative recipes that use up all of the food you buy.

• Compost. Sometimes we don’t eat food fast enough. Compost your fruit and vegetable 
scraps in a backyard compost bin or pile instead of tossing it.

Credit: svetikd | iStock | Getty Images Plus
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Good Deeds, Good Deals
Buying and selling used items helps our community, your wallet, and the environment. But how? The sad truth is that Americans make tons of garbage — literally. According to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the average American throws away more than 4½ pounds of trash per day. One way to avoid waste and to save money is to buy and sell 
used items. It can also be a rewarding and fun way to help the planet!

If you are thinking about selling used items or shopping for them, here are some tips.
• Before shopping for used goods, have a plan. Walking into a thrift store can be overwhelming, even for seasoned thrifters. Focus on what you need and try not to get distracted. 

You don’t save money if you buy items you won’t use.
• Have an open mind. Looking in Habitat for Humanity reuse stores, Goodwill stores, 

Salvation Army stores, local charity thrift stores, and garage sales are all great 
options. If you feel comfortable with online marketplaces, check out Craigslist, 
Facebook Marketplace, Nextdoor, Freecycle, eBay, OfferUp, and more. When buying 
and selling through an online marketplace, please consider ways to stay safe, such as 
meeting in a public location for the transaction.

• Be realistic. If you have something you don’t need and it isn’t worth much or might 
be hard for you to move or dispose of, be a good neighbor and offer it for free. You 
will save the hassle and expense of transporting and landfilling it and someone might 
find a use for it.

• Do your homework. Look for reviews of the item you are shopping for ahead of 
time to spot potential problems. If you have a smartphone, look up the going price 
for used items. If purchasing something online, look for clear pictures and accurate 
measurements. Most reuse items are nonreturnable.

• Don’t feel like others are watching you and judging you. People don’t really care if 
you are shopping for used goods. If you are worried about seeing someone you know 
at the thrift store, remember that everyone there, including you, is working to help 
the Earth and our community.

• Don’t try to sell dirty or damaged items at high prices. If you are trying to sell your 
used goods, thoroughly clean each item, take good pictures, and accurately describe 
them. Price your used items fairly.
El Dorado Disposal does not offer clothing and textile recycling. If you have 

items that you don’t want to sell, consider donating gently used goods to Goodwill, the 
Salvation Army, or a local charitable organization. Damaged and unusable items should 
be disposed in your trash cart. 

Encourage Environmental 
Enthusiasm
“No matter where you look, you’re bombarded with these hopeless messages about the future of our 
planet…. All that doom and gloom stuff is only half the story. You are not nature’s bogeyman. You are 
nature. You’re connected to this great wide world in ways beyond your wildest imagination.... These 
connections mean that you have power…. The power to choose!” So proclaims Elin Kelsey in the 
introduction of her book, Not Your Typical Book About the Environment (Owl Kids, 64 pages, illustrated 
by Clayton Hanmer). Although written for children, this engaging book provides an interesting read for 
adults as well. Even adults who consider themselves well-informed about environmental matters will 
learn something new here.
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Litter Was a Sad Side Effect of the Pandemic
A sad side effect of the COVID pandemic has been a large increase in littering. Face masks, 
disposable gloves, and takeout food wrappers have littered our roadways, empty lots, natural 
areas, and waterways. In our area, we’ve also seen an increase in the volume of trash left 
behind in forests and at campsites.

Along our roadways each year, El Dorado County Environmental Management staff 
removes an average of 1,200 tons of litter and items illegally dumped from along county 
roads, covering over 2,000 miles of roadside each year. In the South Lake Tahoe area, Clean 
Tahoe Program staff picks up litter along an additional 350 miles of roadways. 

El Dorado National Forest saw a huge influx of litter over the past year, as Californians 
hit the great outdoors in larger numbers than ever during the pandemic. U.S. Forest Service 
Park Rangers have created several videos about the “Pack it in — Pack it out” policy in the 
forest. To learn more about properly disposing of waste in our natural areas, visit facebook.
com/eldoradonf.

“I know from experience that it’s disappointing to hike a trail or arrive at a campsite and 
see it littered with trash or damaged by other people,” notes avid hiker Francesca Governali, 
a member of a litter cleanup group known as the Grounds Keepers. “There are WAY more 
masks in the litter I pick up — from finding cloth masks in the backcountry to lots of surgical 
and more disposable masks all over the trails and neighborhoods near where I live.”

You can pitch in to prevent and collect litter. So, go and enjoy nature. Take a walk in your 
neighborhood or a hike in the forest, but be sure not to litter, and do your part to safely clean 
up litter when you do see it.
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Whether you are headed out to camp or just taking a day hike, 
remember to pack out everything you pack in. Don’t litter our 
beautiful natural areas.

Grounds Keeper and 2019 National Geographic Education 
Fellow Peg Kleiner uses the hashtag #trackingppe to share 
litter photos and data with her students. She collected 905 
littered face masks, gloves, and cleaning wipes over the 
course of 18 weeks.

Start “Plogging”
The concept of “plogging” comes to us from Sweden. The Swedish term for “pick up litter” is plocka, 
and the word for “jog” is jogga. Combined, they become plogga, which means to pick up litter while 
jogging or doing any outdoor exercise. When we adapt the term to English and add an ing, we get the 
word plogging.

An estimated 150 million Americans walk, run, or jog outdoors regularly for exercise. If just 10% 
of them were to start plogging and each one picked up five pieces of trash, we would clear more than 45 
million pieces of litter from our sidewalks, trails, and roadsides.

If you and your family start plogging, share your actions on social media using #plogging or 
#trashtag to encourage others to do the same.

Credit: maradek | iStock | Getty Images Plus

www.facebook.com/eldoradonf
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We want your suggestions,  
questions and comments!
El Dorado Disposal Service

P.O. Box 1270
Diamond Springs, CA 95619

Customer Service:
530-626-4141 or 916-985-1162

eldoradodisposal.com

Off-Site Recycling and Redemption Centers
Residential Only

Placerville
580 Truck Street
Open: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, with ½ hour break 
at noon
NOTE: For the safety of employees, this center closes when the 
temperature reaches 100 °F.
Materials Accepted:

• Buy-back for CRV beverage containers (aluminum, plastic, and glass)
Cameron Park
3510 Palmer Drive (behind CVS)
Open: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, with ½ hour break 
at noon
NOTE: For the safety of employees, this center closes when the 
temperature reaches 100 °F.
Materials Accepted:

• Buy-back for CRV beverage containers (aluminum, plastic, and glass)
• Cardboard bin for all cardboard, newspaper, and magazines
• E-Waste accepted for free (Limit of 4 TVs)
• Drop-off box for household batteries only (with clear tape covering 

the +/- ends) – No car, motorcycle, or other large batteries accepted
• Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes accepted for free (up to 4 feet long, 

4-tube limit per month)
NOTE: No green waste recycling available at this facility. All Cameron 
Park residents may drop off green waste at the El Dorado Hills facility. 
Please bring proof of residency.

Visit the CalRecycle website, 
calrecycle.ca.gov,

for current California Redemption  
Value (CRV) pricing.

El Dorado Hills
4421 Latrobe Road
Open: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, 
with ½ hour break at noon
NOTE: For the safety of employees, this center closes 
when the temperature reaches 100 °F.
Materials Accepted:

• Buy-back for CRV beverage containers (aluminum, 
plastic, and glass)

• Green waste bin (2 cubic yard maximum per day)
• Cardboard bin for all cardboard, newspaper, and 

magazines
• E-Waste accepted for free
• Drop-off box for household batteries only (with clear 

tape covering the +/- ends) – No car, motorcycle, or 
other large batteries accepted

• Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes accepted for free 
(up to 4 feet long, 4-tube limit per month)

Funded by  
El Dorado Disposal Service

Copyright© 2021
Waste Connections, El Dorado 

Disposal Service, and Eco Partners, 
Inc. All rights reserved.

Please recycle after reading.

El Dorado Disposal Material Recovery Facility
Transfer Station and Material Recovery 
Facility (MRF)
4100 Throwita Way, Placerville
Open: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 7 days a week
Closes at 2 p.m. on: Easter, Memorial Day, July 4th, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and New 
Year’s Eve
Closed: Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
Materials Accepted at the Transfer Station  
for a Fee:

• Commercial and household waste
• Construction and demolition waste
• White goods, such as refrigerators, freezers,  

washing machines, stoves, air conditioning units, 
microwaves, etc.

• Tires (mounted or unmounted on rims)
• Yard waste
• Carpet (no padding)

Materials Accepted at the MRF for Free:
• Cans and bottles 
• Cardboard, office paper, newspaper, and magazines
• Glass food and beverage bottles and jars (unbroken)
• Steel, tin, and aluminum cans 

• Plastic food and beverage bottles, jugs, and 
containers

• Rigid plastic containers, such as laundry jugs and 
5-gallon buckets 

• Consumer electronics (e-waste), such as televisions, 
computers, monitors, stereos, VCRs, cell phones, etc.

• Automotive batteries
• Mattresses and box springs – Please keep clean and 

dry.
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Facility
4100 Throwita Way, Placerville
Open to Residents: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fridays,
Saturdays, and Sundays only
Materials Accepted from Residents at No 
Charge:

• Medical sharps (such as needles and lancets) in an 
approved sharps container or a sealed plastic bottle 
or jug

• Unwanted over-the-counter and prescription 
medications (No “controlled substances” — contact 
your pharmacist to ask whether an old prescription is 
considered a controlled substance.)

• Household chemicals, such as polishes, oven and 
drain cleaners, lighter fluid, mercury-containing 
items, cooking oil, etc.

• Personal care products, such as cosmetics, nail 
polish, and polish remover

• Garden and landscape products, such as fungicides, 
insecticides, and pool chemicals

• Garage or workshop chemicals, including paint, 
paint thinners, wood preservatives, antifreeze and 
other automotive fluids, used motor oil and filters, 
etc.

• Rechargeable and alkaline batteries (with clear tape 
covering the +/- ends)

• Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes (limit of 15)
• Propane tanks (limit of 4) 

Limit of 15 gallons or 125 pounds per visit

Hazardous Waste Disposal for Businesses:
Businesses generating less than 220 pounds or 27 
gallons of hazardous waste per month may dispose of 
hazardous waste at this facility by appointment and for 
a fee. Appointments are available only on Fridays, from 
8 to 9 a.m. Businesses must obtain a Hazardous Waste 
Generator Permit. For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, call 530-295-2808.

Did You Know?
We accept carpet for recycling! 
For a reduced rate, we take your 
carpet so it can be shipped off to 
become new carpet. Please have 
carpet segregated from the rest of 
your load when coming into the 
MRF. Call 530-626-4141 or visit 
eldoradodisposal.com for more 
details.

https://www.eldoradodisposal.com/
https://www.eldoradodisposal.com/
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/bevcontainer



